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“The Voice of the Students”

A peaceful protest was 
held to rally support for The 
Quakertown 5 on Friday, 
Feb. 27, in the borough of 
Doylestown. 

Many people showed up 
ready to rally against I.C.E. 
enforcement abuses and in 
support of the Quakertown 
Community High School 
students who had been ar-
rested the previous Friday. 

On Feb. 20, about 30 stu-
dents left school to protest 
I.C.E. Five students were 
arrested. Outrage erupted 
after news reports showed 
Quakertown police chief 

Protesters Rally in Support of Quakertown Five
Nicole Morrow
Centurion Staff

Scott McElree tackling a 
young girl and putting her 
into an apparent chokehold. 

Controversy arose because 
McElree was not in his 
uniform, so students appar-
ently didn’t know he was a 
police officer. Critics argue 
that he is doing the opposite 
of serving and protecting the 
community.

The Bucks County District 
Attorney’s office opened an 
independent investigation 
into how the police had 
handled the protest on Feb. 
20. Attorneys of the stu-
dents that were arrested, had 
requested that the district 
attorney to turn the inves-
tigation over to an outside 

agency to investigate.    
Colin Hancock was at 

the Quakertown protest 
and said, “It started with us 
walking out at 11:30ish, and 
we went from the school, 
we cut across two streets 
and there were truckers 
following us around the 
whole time, shouting slurs 
and stuff. It was otherwise 
mostly peaceful up until we 
got into the corner of Juni-
per and Front Street, in front 
of the restaurant, Sundays.”

He added, “Then a cop 
came over and started 
talking to a couple of girls. I 
think one girl was out in the 
street and that’s why he was 
coming over, and then that’s 

when the chief came in and 
started attacking people. 
Completely unmarked.” 

Resident and member of 
the Quakertown Commu-
nity, Lucia Simonelli, said, 
“It’s really rattling to see 
that, you know, it hits kind 
of differently when it’s at 
the end of my street, in front 
of a restaurant I go to and 
you know kids that I see 
walking by all the time; To 
feel as though there is law 
enforcement that is more 
about violence and safety 
and is not doing anything to 
deescalate but is trying to 
escalate, just doesn’t make 
us feel safe.” 

continued on page 2...

Kassandra Castillo
Editor in Chief

Two Bucks County teens 
- one of whom was a Bucks 
student - are being charged 
with terrorism after at-
tempting an “ISIS inspired 
attack” on Saturday in front 
Gracie Mansion in New 
York, authorities said. 

The two suspects have 
been identified as Emir 
Balat, 18, of Langhorne 
and Ibrahim Kayumi, 19, 
of Newtown. The two 
young men were charged 
for attempting to detonate 
a homemade bomb aimed 
at a anti-Muslim protest 
titled “Stop The Islamic 
Takeover of New York City, 
Stop New York City Public 
Muslim Prayer.” 

New York City Police 
Commissioner Jessica S. 
Tisch confirmed that the 
pair confessed to attempt-
ing a copycat attack similar 
to the Boston Marathon 
Bombing from 2013. That 
attack left three people 
dead with about 500 others 
injured. 

When officials asked 

about being influenced by 
the Boston bombing, Ba-
lat responded that he was 
attempting something even 
bigger. 

Officials also confirmed 
that the homemade bombs 
were wrapped in bolts and 
nails with an explosive 
chemical widely used by 
international bomb-makers. 
Although the bomb was 
thrown into the crowd of 
protestors and police offi-
cers, the homemade devices 
did not detonate. 

The incident is under 
investigation by the FBI in 
both New York and Penn-
sylvania.   

Gracie Mansion is the 
official residence of the 
mayor of New York City 
Zohran Mamdani, the first 
NYC Muslim mayor. He 
was not inside the mansion 
during the attack, according 
to CNN. 

Both men are facing five 
federal charges, including 
Use of a Weapon of Mass 
Destruction, Transportation 
of Explosive Materials, and 
Unlawful Possession of 
Destructive Devices.  

“This was not random vi-
olence. This was a planned 
attack, motivated by extrem-
ist ideology and inspired by 
a violent foreign terrorist or-
ganization,” Tisch said at a 
New York press conference 
on Monday afternoon. 

Balat is a Neshaminy 
High School student whose 
parents originated from 
Turkey and were granted 
asylum by the United States 
in 1998. Kayumi is a recent 
Council Rock North High 
School graduate whose 
parents originated from 
Afghanistan. 

Bucks officials said Kayu-
mi has been a part-time stu-
dent at the college since Fall 
2024 and was withdrawn on 
March 9.

A lawyer for Balat, Mehdi 
Essmidi, told news outlets 
that his client had never 
engaged in acts of violence 
before and that he was only 
three classes away from 
graduating. He claimed 
that the two teens did not 
know each other. “They’re 
strangers as far as I know,” 
he said. 

The New York anti-Mus-

lim protest was planned by 
far-right influencer Jake 
Lange. Lange was also a 
Jan. 6 U.S. Capitol rioter 
who was recently pardoned 
by President Trump. This 
protest was not the first of 
its kind as Lange also host-
ed an anti-Muslim protest 
in Minneapolis in February 
which also drew a large 
crowd of counter-protesters. 

“This was a vile protest 
rooted in white supremacy. 
I am the first Muslim mayor 
of our city. Anti-Muslim 
bigotry is nothing new to 
me, but let me also be clear 
about something else; New 
York city will never tolerate 
violence,” Mamdami said 
at Monday’s press confer-
ence. “Two men came from 
Pennsylvania and attempted 
to bring violence to New 
York City.” 

The two men were being 
held without bail after their 
arraignment Monday after-
noon. 

Three others were taken 
into custody but were re-
leased without charges. 

Both suspects are due 
back in court in April.

Local Teens Charged in Terror Attack

Student
Protesting
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Club

The World 
Of AI

Saint
Patricks Day

Emir Balat (left) and Ibrahim Kayumi, (right) Photos Courtesy of Department of Justice
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Want to join
The Centurion?

Accepting all writers,  
editors, and  

graphic designers!

Come join us in our new 
location in Rollins 118

Staff Meeting - Thursdays  
12:30 p.m - 1:15 p.m. 

Letters to the Editor:
Email your letters to:
buckscenturion@gmail.com
Letters should be limited 
to 500 words. They will be 
edited for spelling, space 
and malicious or libelous 
statements. Letters must 
be the original work of the 
writer and must be signed. 
For identification purposes, 
letters must include the 
writer’s full name and 
telephone number.

Editor-in-chief:
Kassandra Castillo

Graphic Designer:
Kassandra Castillo

Editors:
Chelsea King
Gary Griggs
Alexander Bersenev

Advisor: 
Tony Rogers
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She added, “I think we are 
worried also that the kids 
were in custody for so long. 
It just doesn’t make sense. 
And I think people are really 
searching for answers and I 
think there’s a lot of healing 
and that has to happen to 
restore trust.” 

“People need to be out 
here because these chil-
dren need justice, and Scott 
McElree needs to be pros-
ecuted for his egregious, 

Photos from the 
Quakertown Protest 

Courtesy of Nicole Morrow

disgusting child abuse,” a 
student who preferred to 
remain anonymous said. 

Nick Maio, a U.S. Army 
Veteran and organizer in 
Doylestown said, “One 
of the core principles of 
democracy is the ability 
to peacefully gather and 
protest. It reminds us that 
we are the people; we have 
the most power in this 
country. We elect politicians 
to represent us, not rule us. 
We don’t have kings in this 
country, 250 years ago we 

fought against tyranny so 
that we wouldn’t have a 
king.”

He added, “Right now, 
the way the administration 
is acting it’s as if we have 
a king, and that’s not okay 
with me. I joined the mili-
tary to fight for democracy, 
and I see our democracy 
is under attack right now, 
so for me it’s important 
to gather and that we do 
it peacefully and we re-
mind people that we’re 
not anti-police, we’re not 

anti-country, we’re very pro 
everything that deserves to 
be protected,” said Maio.

The Doylestown protest 
remained peaceful, despite 
people who drove past 
yelling at the group. Maio 
reminded the crowd mul-
tiple times that even when 
people are mocking and 
saying terrible things, to 
remain peaceful towards 
them because they too have 
a right to be here. 

McElree is currently on 
leave.

Protesters Rally in Support of Quakertown Five
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Reaching for the Stars: How Sierra Kunigus Turned 
a Childhood Passion Into a Successful Club

The Astronomy Club’s 
student leader Sierra Kuni-
gus says her childhood in-
terest in the stars has led to 
vast personal and communal 
growth.

Ever since Kunigus was a 
kid, her interests seemed to 
lie beyond this world. Those 
interests quickly grew prior 
to starting her journey here 
at Bucks.

Kunigus reflected that she 
“was hooked on finding new 
information and wanted a 
way to share what I was 
learning with others who 
may also be interested and 
didn’t have the time to look 
into it on their own, or just 
had a general curiosity.” 

So, just after her first se-
mester, she decided to create 
the Astronomy Club.

Kunigus says her “main 
goals consisted of members 
learning something new, in-
spiring others to understand 
more about how the uni-
verse around them works, 
and to have fun during 
games and activities.”

Always dedicated and sin-
cere, Kunigus has spent her 
last four summer and winter 
breaks creating presenta-
tions on different topics that 
are used in club meetings 
while also creating activities 
to make them more engag-

ing for the members and 
curious students alike.

The presentations ar-
en’t all, just to add more 
magnificence to her club’s 
activities, she plans trips 
and model-rocket-launching 
spectacles for members to 
join in on.

Returning to the personal 
aspects of running the club, 
Kunigus says how reward-
ing it’s been, and how 
“presenting in front of my 
classmates each week has 
given me more confidence 
to speak in front of a crowd 
and present my ideas, which 
is overall extremely import-
ant in the science world.”

Not only is confidence in 
front of a crowd important 
in the science world, but in 
scholarly and career focused 
settings as well. Finding 
your voice and community 
as a student is integral part 
of personal growth before 
graduating.  

Though the space beyond 
us is far out of reach, with-
in the Astronomy Club, 
it seems to provide a new 
means of cosmic connection 
between students. 

Kunigus recalls that it’s 
some of her favorite parts 
about the club, and how she 
enjoys “watching members 
have fun and interacting 
with one another during 
activities and discussions. 
They’re always so creative 
and can make each other 

laugh.”
Kunigus has created many 

events for the club, which 
begs the question: What 
is… her favorite?

It’d have to be space-
themed Jeopardy, of course. 
Kunigus expressed her 
enthusiasm for it since “it 
was extremely interactive, 
and I saw a lot of new fac-
es.” Which is always a good 
thing for growing clubs 
looking to expand.

Continuing with personal 
favorites — now on a celes-
tial level — Kunigus claims 
that the constellation Ophi-
uchus is one of the most 
interesting, thus claiming 
its curious spot as the 13th 
astronomical Zodiac sign.

“Ophiuchus is often over-
looked because it spends the 
least amount of ‘time’ with-
in the ecliptic path,” which 
Kunigus says makes it an 
unrecognized Zodiac sign.

 As for astronomical 
phenomena, she had to give 
it to the runaway supermas-
sive black hole. “The sheer 
speed it travels at is insane,” 
she exclaims, which only 
adds to its captivating nature 
as a genre of blackhole.

For those now inspired 
to create their own club, 
she encourages this: “Go 
for it. Make it your own 
but also make sure to get 
outside opinions from those 
attending. A club is nothing 
without its members.”

Founder and President of the Astronomy Club, Sierra Kunigus

Brianna Glassey
Centurion Staff
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On Feb. 17 Bucks Presi-
dent Dr. Patrick Jones host-
ed an event on the Newtown 
campus appropriately titled, 
“Pizza With the President.”

For students, meeting 
Bucks’ sixth President and 
CEO, Dr. Jones, was quite 
an experience. Despite the 
short time students had to 
get to know him and hear 
him speak, Jones managed 
to capture their attention and 
earn their respect.

An event like this gave 
students a chance to learn 
more about their college 
president, the responsibil-
ities of the role, and who 
Jones is as a person. “It’s a 
chance to get to know the 
students and to make sure 
they know who I am,” Jones 
said.

Although the event lasted 
only an hour, Jones made it 

Alexander Bersenev 
Centurion Staff

clear that he is always avail-
able to help students, an-
swer questions, and address 
concerns while fostering a 
comfortable environment 
for them to get to know him.

Many students attended 
the event to see the presi-
dent and to enjoy the free 
pizza, free drinks and to 
scan a Bucks+ QR code, 
which offered a chance to 
win a gift card.

Jones presented himself as 
a lively and chatty person. 
He greeted those that at-
tended with an elbow bump. 
He was very interactive 
with the students who were 
curious to learn about him 
or to simply spark a casual 
conversation. 

As time went on, more 
kept coming into the room 
for either the snacks or to 
actually meet Jones.

Radio BUX’s co-presi-
dent, Daniel McDevitt, a 
Bucks student who majors 
in communications, met 

Jones and had the chance 
to even interview him for a 
broadcast right before the 
event began. 

Chris Seifert, Director 
of Student Engagement at 
Bucks, opened the event by 
introducing Jones and giv-
ing him a warm welcome. 

Jones became the pres-
ident of Bucks back on 
March 19, 2024. Jones has 
had a career in music educa-
tion. He was a trombonist, 
a band director and has a 
graduate diploma and mas-
ter’s degree in conducting, 
as well as a PhD in music. 
He even spent years as a 
military band director.

One thing Jones remi-
nisced about was the weath-
er around Bucks, mostly 
the winter weather that had 
caused the campuses to be 
closed for a day or two. 

“So, as you know, we’ve 
closed campuses a couple 
of times and I always try 
to take into account when I 

Around Bucks
Dr. Jones Eats and Chats at ‘Pizza With the President’

make the decision to close 
a campus,” he said, “I take 
your education very seri-
ously, but I also think about 
your safety.” 

He mentioned that he al-
ways considers the safety of 
the campus, the students and 
the road conditions. He also 
considered that not every 
student has good quality 
tires with the latest treads.

With that information, 
he made sure to teach all 
the students how to know 
whether a vehicle’s tires 
are safe to drive on or not. 
You take a quarter, and you 
stick it into the grooves of 
the tire. If the tread doesn’t 
go as high as George Wash-
ington’s head on the quarter, 
it isn’t safe to drive in the 
snow. 

He had a quarter even 
passed around and told ev-
eryone, “I want you to look 
at the distance between the 
edge of the quarter and the 
top of George Washington’s 
head passing around,” Jones 
said.

Another student asked, 
“How would you define 
success in life?” Jones 
answered, “So I would say 
success is getting to a place 
where you feel that you’re 
making a difference and 
you’re comfortable with 
who you are.”

“We spend a large part 
of our lives striving, right, 
striving to become some-
thing we’re learning, we’re 
growing. And then when we 
get to that point where we 
say, I’m comfortable with 
who I am and where I am, 

and then there, of course, 
those measures of success, 
like we achieve an outcome 
and those kinds of things,” 
said Jones.

A concern at Bucks that 
Jones raised involved voter 
registration. Some individ-
uals, as Jones called them, 
“unscrupulous people,” 
have shown up around the 
campus, claiming to be here 
to help students register to 
vote. Jones called them out 
for trying to collect stu-
dents’ personal information. 

Jones made sure to reas-
sure everyone in the room 
that any voter registration 
drives at Bucks fall under 
Seifert, not the individuals 
who go around asking if you 
registered to vote or not, and 
that they would “help” you 
if you didn’t.

Jones also mentioned a 
League of Women Voters–
sponsored documentary, 
“Join or Die,” to be shown 
at Zlock Auditorium, about 
a Harvard researcher’s work 
on Americans becoming 
less involved in community 
groups.

 After the event, Jones 
said he felt “wonderful” 
meeting students and en-
couraging them to succeed, 
adding, “That’s why we’re 
here—for the students.”

Photo Courtesy of Alexander Bersenev

Beyond Human Limits: The Expanding Role of Artificial Intelligence

In the blink of an eye, 
artificial intelligence has 
shifted from science fiction 
fantasy to a force that’s 
rewriting the rules of real-
ity. It powers the apps we 
scroll, the cars we drive, the 
recommendations we trust, 
and the systems that qui-
etly shape our daily lives. 
It promises breakthroughs 
in medicine, lightning-fast 
innovation in business, and 
personalized experiences in 
everything from education 
to entertainment.

But beneath the shine of 
innovation lies a surge of 
urgent questions.

What happens when 
machines learn faster 
than we can keep up?                                              
What happens when auto-
mation takes over not just 
simple jobs, but creative 
and thinking roles too?                                                                                                                                             
What happens when tech-
nology understands us 
better than we understand 
ourselves?

AI could greatly boost 
productivity and help solve 
problems we once thought 
were impossible. It can de-
tect diseases early, improve 
supply chains, and speed 

up scientific discoveries. It 
could even transform entire 
industries.

Yet the risks are just as 
powerful.

Some jobs may disap-
pear. Personal privacy may 
weaken as AI relies on large 
amounts of data. Hidden 
bias in algorithms can affect 
decisions about jobs, loans, 
and justice. In the wrong 
hands, AI can also spread 
false information, increase 
the risk of cyberattacks, and 
cause harm.

This is not a distant future. 
It’s happening now.

AI is transforming school-
ing, changing how students 
learn and teachers teach. 
Students use AI for re-
search, tutoring, homework 
help, and writing support, 
getting instant feedback and 
personalized guidance. 

A downside of AI in ed-
ucation is that it can make 
students depend too much 
on technology, which can 
weaken critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills. 
It may encourage cheating, 
reduce face-to-face inter-
action with teachers and 
classmates, and sometimes 
provide biased or incorrect 
guidance, affecting learning 
outcomes.

AI can replace a wide 

range of jobs, from basic 
tasks to more creative or 
analytical work. This can 
make finding new work 
difficult for those without 
advanced skills and can lead 
to higher stress, job uncer-
tainty, and greater economic 
gaps.

At Bucks County Commu-
nity College, a student-led 
petition has recently begun 
circulating that calls for a 
ban on the use of artificial 
intelligence and raises con-

cerns about related issues 
surrounding its impact. 
Organizers want clear, 
fair rules for responsible 
technology use, sparking 
campus-wide discussion 
about balancing innovation 
with academic integrity and 
student well-being.

The real question isn’t 
whether AI will transform 
our world — it already is. 
The question is who con-
trols that transformation. 
Will we shape AI with 

strong ethics, smart regula-
tion, and human-centered 
design? Or will we race 
ahead without guardrails?

AI is the most powerful 
tool humanity has ever built. 
Whether it becomes our 
greatest ally or our greatest 
challenge depends entirely 
on the choices we make 
today.

The future isn’t waiting, 
and neither is AI. 

Chelsea King 
Centurion Staff

Photo Courtesy of Zac Crain
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Easy, No Surprises Transfer
DelVal and Bucks County Community College  

have a partner agreement allowing you to make  

the most of your associate degree, paving the  

way toward your bachelor’s degree.

ALL ACCEPTED FULL-TIME TRANSFER  
STUDENTS RECEIVE AT LEAST $15,000  
IN SCHOLARSHIP.

ONE OF THE BEST SCHOOLS  
FOR TRANSFERS 
DelVal has been on Phi Theta Kappa’s Transfer  
Honor Roll for the past six years! 

FLEXIBLE OPTIONS:  
FULL- OR PART-TIME STUDY 
Transfer here with a schedule that works for you.

REAL-WORLD, HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE 
Learn about our award winning E360 Program. 

PERSONAL ATTENTION 
Our dedicated transfer counselor can help you  
through every step of the admission process. 

A SMALL, CARING LEARNING COMMUNITY 
14:1 student to faculty ratio means you get  
personal attention and mentoring.

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE EXPERIENCE

TRANSFER TO DELVAL

4delval.edu/transfer

Pennsylvania Warehouses Targeted for ICE Detention Expansion

Proposed ICE detention 
centers in Pennsylvania 
have sparked worries that 
they would overburden 
local services, compromise 
public safety, and drain tax 
revenue, threatening the 
well-being of surrounding 
communities.

The federal government’s 
purchase of warehouse 
properties in Pennsylvania 
for potential ICE detention 
use has drawn opposition 
from state and local leaders. 

Gov. Josh Shapiro warned 
the facilities could pose 
health and safety risks and 
pledged legal action, while 

U.S. Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick 
said federal officials told 
his office there are no plans 
for a detention center in 
his district and stressed the 
need for transparency with 
communities.

In Berks County, DHS is 
proposing an ICE deten-
tion center in Upper Bern 
Township that, according to 
public reports, would house 
up to 1,500 detainees.

 The addition would al-
most double the township’s 
population and is expected 
to strain local infrastructure, 
public safety services, and 
other community resources, 
prompting concern from 
residents and local officials.

They have also proposed 

building an ICE detention 
center in Tremont Town-
ship, Schuylkill County, that 
could hold up to 7,500 peo-
ple. Reports say the project 
would seriously harm the 
local community.

The proposed detention 
center would strain local 
infrastructure with exces-
sive sewage output, over-
whelm emergency services 
in Upper Bern Township, 
and cost the community 
over $800,000 annually in 
lost property tax revenue, 
including losses to Berks 
County and the Hamburg 
Area School District.

These detention centers 
would endanger nearby res-
idents, strain local services, 

and reduce community tax 
revenue.

Shapiro said, “Public 
safety comes first, which 
means any facility housing 
people must be properly 
built, maintained, and run 
to meet safety standards for 
everyone.” Showing he feels 
strongly responsible for pro-
tecting people and ensuring 
their safety.

Like Shapiro, Fitzpatrick 
prioritizes protecting res-
idents. He stated, “When 
issues affecting our commu-
nity arise, we tackle them 
directly, get the facts, and 
make sure our community 
receives clear and accurate 
information.”

Together, their shared 

focus on public safety, 
community resources, and 
transparent information 
underscores a commitment 
to protecting Pennsylvania 
communities from potential 
harm.As the debate contin-
ues, many residents remain 
concerned about the long-
term impact such a facility 
could have on public safety, 
infrastructure, and local 
resources. The discussions 
highlight the importance 
of careful planning, trans-
parency, and prioritizing 
the well-being of the most 
affected communities.

Chelsea King 
Centurion Staff

Photos Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons
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The History of Saint Patricks Day
There’s More to St. Patrick’s Day Than Leprechauns

Eme Yotko 
Centurion Staff

St. Patties Day is thought 
of as a day full of green 
shamrocks, rainbows, gold 
and the overall celebration 
of Irish culture.  

But Saint Patrick himself 
wasn’t even Irish. Accord-
ing to his book “The Con-
fesion of Saint Patrick,” 
he was kidnapped by Irish 
raiders and for six years was 
kept as a slave in Gaelic Ire-
land. In his book it is writ-
ten that “god told Patrick 
to flee to the coast, where 
a ship would be waiting to 
take him home”.  

Patrick then went on to 
become a priest, and “ac-
cording to tradition, Pat-
rick returned to Ireland to 

convert the pagan Irish to 
Christianity.” He died on 
March 17, some time in 
the mid-fifth to early-sixth 
centurym and was buried at 
Downpatrick. 

Now he is widely known 
as the “Apostle of Ireland,” 
and is celebrated for his 
role in sharing Christianity 
to what was once a widely 
practicing pagan Ireland. 
Which is where leprechauns 
come into the story.  

In an attempt at success-
ful religious integration St. 
Patrick’s movement adopted 
existing pagan symbols, 
celebrations and traditions 
in the hope of more pagans 
converting to Christianity. 
They took what was appli-
cable and then erased the 
parts of paganism that didn’t 

support the church’s ideals.  
According to Britannica’s 

definition of leprechaun, 
these mythical creatures 
come from ancient folklore. 
They are said to be “fairies 
in the form of a tiny old 
man often with a cocked hat 
and leather apron.” They are 
known to “live in remote 
places and to make shoes 
and brogues.”  

Fairies, otherwise known 
as Fae, have been rooted 
in Irish and Scottish folk-
lore through the practice of 
paganism since before the 
8th century. Their role has 
been to reconnect humans 
with the natural world. “In 
a time of unprecedented 
environmental crisis, faeries 
both call for and symbolize 
the re-enchantment of the 

world.” 
March 17 was originally a 

pagan holiday called Ostara 
which celebrated the spring 
equinox and symbolized 
“nature’s rebirth and balance 
of the universe.” Its partic-
ular focus was on the equal 
length of day and night.  

By the early 17th centu-
ry Saint Patrick’s Day was 
noted as an official Chrisitan 
feast day. It is now not just 
a religious Irish celebration 
but also a global holiday.  

Now how did a religious 
day of remembrance be-
come a popular drinking 
holiday?  

Well, due to St. Patrick’s 
Day falling during Lent, 
they have historically lifted 
the “Lenten restrictions on 
eating and drinking alco-

hol.” Which is how it has 
become a day characterized 
by the drinking of alcohol. 

Colleges across Penn-
sylvania hold annual St. 
Patties bar crawls and even 
well-known events like 
Penn state’s infamous “State 
Paddies Day.” This has 
been a yearly celebration 
since 2007, because of the 
school’s spring break no-
toriously falling during the 
holiday.  

But while many use the 
holiday as an excuse to 
drink, the real story of St. 
Patrick’s Day has been lost 
among the commercialized 
figures that now character-
ize March 17.  

St. Pattys Day Parade in Asbury Park - Photo Courtesy of Zac Crain

Answer key on @centurion_bucks on Instagram
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ESU.edu/visit
Where Warriors Belong™

Can’t make it to campus?  

Meet 1-on-1 in a virtual appointment  
for personalized guidance.

Admitted students, let’s celebrate!

Saturday, March 28, 10 a.m.

DON’T JUST 
TRANSFER.
TRANSFORM.
Transfer Info Session & Tour

Tuesday, March 17, 4 p.m.
Tuesday, April 14, 4 p.m.

Spring Preview Day

Saturday, April 11, 9 a.m.
Saturday, April 25, 9 a.m.

Gary Griggs 
Centurion Staff

Can a movie that manages 
to have every single aspect 
within it be awful also be 
the best piece of cinema 
you’ve ever laid your eyes 
on? 

Love Beat the Hell Out 
of Me, not to be confused 
with the 2000 film of the 
same name, released to Tubi 
on February 7th, 2023, and 
would gain popularity later 
in the year as the face so 
called “Tubi movies”. 

Written and directed by 
Maurice jones, Love Beat 
the Hell Out of Me very 
obviously seems to be a 
very low budget movie, and 
that is very apparent from 
the title card in the opening 
minutes, but the films shoe-
string actually adds to the 
charm as we get to see tons 
of scenes shot in local areas, 
like a chicken shop, a barber 
shop and even a middle 
school. 

Love Beat the Hell Out 
of Me stars actress Sherell 
Brown as Rene Jenkins 

and actor Lennox Blu as 
Antonio Jenkins, our main 
characters and troublesome 
couple we follow through-
out the movie’s 77-minute 
runtime. 

Typical in a review of 
this sense, there would be 
positives to discuss by now, 
but those don’t exist in this 
movie. Love Beat the Hell 
Out of Me manages to fail 
so spectacularly at every-
thing it does, yet you can’t 
look away for that exact rea-
son, almost like a car wreck 
except those can be acciden-
tal. This movie being made 
was a conscious decision. 

Starting with the acting, 
it’s an atrocious start to 
finish from every actor that 
was casted, but there are 
highlight moments where 
it’s so bad it’s entertaining, 
or someone gives a line 
a gutbustingly hilarious 
delivery. 

While no performance is 
good per say, Lennox Blu is 
easily the biggest highlight 
in the acting department as 
he gives such an eccentric 
performance for Antonio. 
Without spoiling the plot, 

Lennox Blu essentially has 
to play two completely dif-
ferent versions of the same 
character in each half of the 
movies, and in the second 
half he ramps it up to 11 and 
steals almost every scene 
he’s in. 

The one other major thing 
that’s to be discussed is 
the writing in general, as 
the story is awful and gets 
completely nonsensical due 
to a major plot hole in the 
middle of the movie, and the 
dialogue is just abysmal. 

The story revolves around 
the tumultuous relation-
ship of Rene and Antonio, 
as throughout the movie it 
spirals down the drain as 
Antonio isn’t the man Rene 
thought he was. There are 
unnecessary scenes where 
Rene and her friends are 
talking about the stuff we 
just seen 5 minutes ago. 

Instead of talking about 
how bad overall the dia-
logue is, here’s the worst 
piece of dialogue in the 
whole movie. While in a 
chicken shop, one of Rene’s 
friends asked the teenage 
looking worker if he had 

ID with him and proceeded 
to hit on him while he was 
walking away. 

Now with everything 
being said and all the nega-
tives discussed, this may be 
the greatest piece of cine-
ma released to the public. 
I thank Maurice Jones 
for making it, and I thank 
Maverick Entertainment for 
distributing the movie. 

This movie does every-
thing it can do wrong, and 
this is said without exag-
geration. The acting, music, 
plot, dialogue, cinematog-
raphy and the audio are all 

Love Beat The Hell Out of Me – A Tubi Classic

an afront to filmmaking, and 
for that reason alone this 
movie is worth watching. 

It is the worst movie in 
many regards, and it’s a 
masterpiece because of it.

9/10

Photo Courtesy of Unsplash
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www.kutztown.edu/transfer

One-on-One Appointments:

Virtual Transfer Session
Meet with a transfer counselor and a transfer stu-
dent. These appointments are a great way to learn 
about the transfer process from your home. You’ll 
learn about the application process, credit evalua-
tions, and more. You’ll have the chance to ask 
specific questions about transferring to KU.

On-Campus / May 1, 2026:

Transfer Friday 
Meet representatives from student service offices 
to learn how we support transfer students. You’ll 
hear an admissions presentation, tour our campus, 
and have lunch.

TO PURSUING 
YOUR PASSION 

ONE 
MOVE 
CLOSER 

Predator: Badlands Has Hit the Streaming Service
Alexander Bersenev 
Centurion Staff

Dan Trachtenberg has de-
livered another stellar entry 
in the “Predator” franchise. 
The filmmaker, who has 
previously directed “Prey” 
(2022) and co-directed the 
animated anthology film 
“Killer of Killers” (2025), 
returned with his latest proj-
ect, “Predator: Badlands.” 
All three projects have 
proven how much love he 
has for the franchise.

With “Predator: Bad-
lands,” Trachtenberg push-
es the franchise into new 
territory, offering far more 
unique stories and world-
building on the big screen. 
The film has recently ar-
rived on streaming and is 
now available on Hulu and 
Hulu on Disney+.

For years, the “Predator” 
franchise has struggled to 
recapture the spirit of the 
1987 film. Most of the other 
films have failed critically 
or commercially, mostly 
bombing at the box office, 
though “Predators” (2010) 
would receive, what many 
considered, a “mixed suc-
cess.” The 2010 film was 
practically a poor attempt at 
copying the very first movie 
without offering much new 

to it.
But something (slight 

spoiler) “alien” had hap-
pened, “Prey” was finally 
revealed, set in 1719 and 
centered on a Comanche 
warrior. Embracing a whole 
different setting while also 
assuring to stick to the core 
themes of the original. It 
was met with widespread 
acclaim and revitalized old 
and new fan interests in the 
franchise.

Momentum continued 
with “Killer of Killers” 
(2025), an animated anthol-
ogy that included a fan‑re-
quested story set in Samu-
rai‑era Japan. The short 
featured a Japanese ninja 
and warrior facing an out-
cast Yautja, further expand-
ing the universe’s cultural 
and historical reach.

Later that year, Trachten-
berg would finally release 
his next anticipated project: 
“Predator: Badlands,” re-
leased on Nov. 7, 2025, the 
highest-grossing film of the 
“Predator” franchise. The 
film, unfortunately, bombed 
at the box office. With a 
budget of $105 million, it 
only earned a $183 million 
worldwide; the film needed 
to make the estimated $300 
million or more to break 
even. 

Now with spoilers ahead, 
if you haven’t watched this 
film yet, please stop reading 
if you wish to avoid spoil-
ers.

I watched “Predator: Bad-
lands” on Disney+, and the 
film really takes its original 
predecessor and completely 
flips the script in a whole 
different story that many 
were skeptical of at first. 

It immediately distin-
guishes itself by shifting the 
narrative focus away from 
humans and onto the Pred-
ator itself, a young Yautja 
character.

The story centers on Dek, 
who is the runt of his clan, 
dismissed by his clan for 
his smaller size and scrappy 
appearance. Only his broth-
er, Kwei, treats him with 
respect. We see him trying 
to fight his brother Kwei in 
an attempt to prove himself 
as superior.

With an interesting bass, 
pulsing and atmospheric 
score at the start, composed 
by Sarah Schachner, her 
soundtrack blends alien tex-
tures with emotional under-
tones, heart-pumping with 
moments that give the film 
both scale and calm.

Visually, the movie is 
striking; the environments 
feel expansive and tactile, 

with scenery that feels so 
real despite having a smaller 
budget; you could even mo-
mentarily confuse this film 
as a James Cameron film. 

Just the first few minutes 
of action are spectacular and 
convey the scale and danger 
to the world and space Dek 
lives in.

After Dek and Kwei’s 
fight, we skip to a scene in 
Kwei’s ship, with Dek’s 
brother assisting him on 
who and what to hunt, with 
words of encouragement. 
Dek selects the most pow-
erful beast of them all, the 
Ballisk. Kwei is against the 
idea, but Dek is only deter-
mined to prove himself; the 
same beast scares even his 
father, and bringing back the 
head of a powerful beast to 
a clan that sees him as weak 
only motivates him.

Unfortunately, their bond 
is short lived; their father, 
Njohrr, has found them and 
wants Kwei to kill Dek as 
he belives it would do the 
clan more honor if Dek sim-
ply dies. Kwei refuses and 
saves Dek, forcing him into 
his ship and holding their 
father back. But Kwei is 
overcome and loses easily. 
In a last-ditch effort, Kwei 
programs his ship to launch 
away, to the planet where 
the Ballisks live — planet 
Genna, also known as the 
“Death Planet.”

Kwei is ultimately killed 
by his father as Dek is 
forced to watch helplessly 
from behind the ship’s glass.

Dek crash lands on Genna, 
he’s focused on killing the 
Ballisk to not only prove 
himself but to avenge his 
brother. 

With larger spoilers 
ahead, along the way, Dek 
meets Bud, an alien of high 
intelligence, and Thia, a 
Weyland-Yutani synthetic. 
That’s right! Scott Rid-
dley’s “Alien” world of the 
franchise’s corporate giant 
makes a return, placing the 
film’s timeline around or 
after the year 2400—the 
furthest point yet in either 
franchise.

Weyland-Yutani, in their 
usual fashion, are trying to 
capture the Ballisk for its 
regenerative abilities, the 
same one Dek hunts for but 
is unaware of its regenera-
tive ability from the early 
portion of the film.

No humans are present in 
this film, since the planet 
is entirely dangerous, the 
company (Weyland-Yutani) 
thought it would be best to 
only deploy android syn-
thetics to the planet.

This film excels with the 
combination of its scores 
and the moments that occur, 
one standout sequence in 
which Dek ignites a trail of 
fuel to trigger a loud explo-
sion and making a Yautja 
roar to lure the Ballisk 
towards him. His internal 
struggle — resentment, 
pride and need to prove 
himself outside his clan’s 
toxic culture, a strong emo-

tional driving point to the 
story.

Dek’s battle with the 
Ballisk is pure visceral and 
fast-paced. Dek manages to 
“beat” the beast, “killing” 
it by decapitating its head, 
but the most jaw-dropping 
and chilling reveal is as Dek 
watches the Ballisk’s head 
and body reattach them-
selves.

Dek’s best line, in my 
opinion, is “I am prey to no 
one” towards Thia.

Towards the third act, Dek 
finally overcomes his inter-
nal struggles, and not just by 
trying to prove himself; he 
starts his own clan, and he 
begins that by choosing Bud 
and Thia to be a part of his 
newfound clan. His rela-
tionship with Thia can be 
described as a sibling-like 
bond. 

Dek’s and Thia’s relation-
ship transforms from just 
him calling Thia a “tool” to 
genuine respect, calling her 
by name towards the end.

The film’s pacing is tight, 
with a runtime of only one 
hour and 47 minutes, and 
it manages to keep you 
immersed in its dangerous 
world, featuring moments 
similar to those from the 
first film while carving out 
its own unique identity.

Dek uses the nature he 
learned around him to his 
advantage to fight the real 
monsters, the Weylan-Yuta-
ni Corporation. Dek ulti-
mately abandons his hunt 
for the Ballisk after he 
learned that it was thanks to 
Bud that he had survived his 
encounter with the Ballisk, 
as Bud is the child of the 
Ballisk. Earlier in the film, 
Bud had marked Dek with 
its spit, claiming Dek as part 
of its Ballisk family. The 
larger beast had spared Dek 
once it felt its child’s scent.

Dek sees this compassion, 
a character rejected by his 
family, he is claimed by the 
family he tried to kill. Dek 
claims Bud as his own in 
return and intends to the 
Ballisk and rescue Thia, 
who was taken by the other 
synthetics.

The story’s twist really 
questions the idea of mon-
strosity, who and what we 
consider a monster and not. 
This theme suggests that 
morality isn’t just biolog-
ical; it is defined by one’s 
nature, as both Dek and 
Thia show empathy in a 
world fueled by violence 
and exploitation.

Ella Fanning’s portrayal of 
Thia and Tessa is excellent, 
playing as Thia and her twin 
counterpart, giving the two 
distinct personalities. Thia 
is such a fun and amusing 
character. 

If you wish to see “Pred-
ator: Badlands,” the film is 
available on services such as 
Hulu, Disney+ and Amazon 
Prime Video.


