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COVID-19 will not be slowing 
down the annual Wordsmiths 
Reading Series, directed by Bucks 
professor Dr. Ethel Rackin, as it 
will continue to celebrate local 
poets and authors into the fall 
season. 

The Wordsmiths Reading 
Series has been active since the 
1960s, and is renowned not only 
in Bucks County, but also across 
the tri-state area and beyond. One 
highlight of the series is pairing 
talented local authors with nation-
ally and internationally celebrated 
authors. Dr. Rackin added that 
“events are always lively and 
fun.”

“Many professors offer extra 
credit for attending Wordsmiths 
events, and the Department of 
Language & Literature is partner-
ing with the Business Department 
to offer Bucks+ points for attend-
ing events,” Dr. Rackin said. 

Since campus gatherings are 
being limited and due to social 
distancing guidelines, this year’s 
event will be held online. Though 
it is an adjustment, an online plat-
form allows easy access to many 
students and residents to tune 
in and become immersed in this 
rich, cultural evening of poetic 
expression. 

There are three different events 
being held on Oct. 9 at 7:30 pm, 
Nov.15 at 1:00 pm, and Dec. 4 at 
7:30 pm and can be accessed from 

this link: https://www.youtube.
com/user/BucksCCC.

The first event on Oct. 9 will 
feature Bucks professor Chris-
topher Bursk, author of works 
“Dear Terror” and “The Way 
Water Rubs Stone.” Also speaking 
will be author and poet Joseph 
Chelius, and writer of poetry, fic-
tion and filmmaker Greg Probst.

Chelius has written and pub-
lished two chapbooks of poems, 
as well as “The Art of Acqui-
escence” and “Crossing State 
Lines,” two full-length collec-
tions. 

Probst has won numerous schol-
arships for his writing and his 
work has been featured in Bucks’ 
own paper “The Centurion,” 
“Temple News,” and “Hyphen,” 
Temple’s undergraduate literary 
magazine. 

The second event on Nov. 15 
will be the annual Bucks County 
Poet Laureate reading and cele-
bration. Speaking will be 2019 
poet laureate, Mary Jo Lobello 
Jerome, as well as the debut of 
the 2020 laureate and judge Liz 
Chang, author of, “What Ordinary 
Objects” and “Animal Nocturne.”

The third and final event, on 
Dec. 4 will have Carole Maso, 
author of novels such as “Mother 
and Child,” and “American Wom-
an in the Chinese Hat,” as well 
as Cheryl Baldi, writer of great 
works of poetry such as “The 
Shapelessness of Water.”

Wordsmiths Reading Series to Hold 
Virtual Events Amidst COVID-19
Jacob Mairone
Centurion Staff

Courtesy of Bucks

How Students Are Adjusting to Remote Learning
Online Learning has taken a 

definite turn, and according to 
students, it may be for the worse. 
Some students are adjusting well 
to online learning, but it is defi-
nitely not for everyone. 

While students try their best 
to keep their productivity and 
concentration up at home, some 
have tried to get into a routine to 
try to make the day feel like a real 
school day. Some even dedicate 
certain areas in their house as 
their “school desk” or study area.

Many students have a specific 
room that they stay in while doing 
their online schooling and meet-
ings. Brittney Grida, 19, psychol-
ogy major says she studies at a 
desk in the corner of her room. “I 
keep my textbooks and notebooks 
in my desk along with my diffus-
er. I use my diffuser regularly to 
help me relax during school,” said 
Grida.

While most students do have 
a desk to work at and keep their 
school supplies organized, Re-
bekah Damon, 19, nursing major 
says she usually does her online 
school in her room or at her din-
ing room table. 

“If I’m in my room, I’ll do it 
on the floor because I don’t have 
a desk. I have all my pencils laid 
out with my notebooks as well. I 
use the dining room table as my 
locker basically,” said Damon. 

Other students don’t have the 
space or the time to be as orga-
nized as they would normally 
be. William Youse, 19, computer 
science major feels that one ad-
vantage to having classes online is 
that all his textbooks are online as 
well and he does not need to wor-
ry about the school work clutter. 
This advantage creates an easier 
way for students and teachers 
themselves to be more organized, 
as most of everything needed is 
through the computer.

On the other hand, online 
schooling has been negatively 
affecting some students. A balance 
between home life and classroom 
life has not been equal, and it has 
taken an effect on Youse, as he be-
lieves he’s not good at managing 
classwork and home life together.

“Whatever comes to mind first 
gets done first. After that, it’s just 
pure anxiety that takes over,” said 
Youse. 

Online learning has caused 
increased stress on students and 

teachers as they are having a 
harder time reaching out to stu-
dents for help, but teachers can no 
longer help their students directly. 
Many students are visual learn-
ers, and only being able to see 
what they need to learn through 
a screen without help can be very 
frustrating. 

Some students are taking it 

better than others, as Damon 
stated she tries to time out her 
work so she have enough time to 
do everything. 

“I give myself breaks in be-
tween as well. I’ll alternate my 
online classes as well to help 
myself focus and make it easier 
on myself,” said Damon. This 
can be beneficial for learning as 

switching up their routine could 
encourage more creativity and 
interest. 

Online learning has seen both 
positives and negatives for stu-
dents, and students themselves 
are pushing to see their degrees 
through no matter what the cir-
cumstances are.

Courtesy of Bucks’ Facebook page

Payton Schreier
Centurion Staff
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COVID-19 and its Temporary 
Effect on the Environment

An unplanned pandemic 
could’ve been the saving grace 
the environment needed, but was 
it? 

According to National Geo-
graphic, “In early April, with 
shutdowns widespread, daily 
global carbon emissions were 
down by 17 percent compared 
to last year.  But as of June 11, 
new data shows that they are only 
about 5 percent lower than at the 
same point in 2019, even though 
normal activity has not yet fully 
restarted.”   

Elliot Taylor, 15, of Doylestown 
said, “Corona definitely helped 
the environment... temporarily. 
People were off the roads and 

not traveling reducing carbon 
emissions but is going back to the 
same as it was before the pandem-
ic.”

Others would agree with this 
temporary positive effect on the 
environment. 

Caroline Son, 15, of 
Doylestown said, “It helped 
because less people were going 
out, decreasing pollution from 
transportation. It’s giving the 
earth some time to heal and mend 
from people’s damages.” 

“Despite this, I think although it 
may seem like the earth is getting 
better, it can worsen in the long 
run. After Corona starts to get 
better, it can eventually harm the 

earth, as the benefits are tempo-
rary. People will need to make 
up for lost time, which could 
worsen the earth as a result,” Son 
concluded.

According to Science Direct, In 
other parts of the world, such as 
Europe, air pollution has dramat-
ically reduced since governments 
ordered citizens to stay at home 
to contain the spread of the new 
coronavirus. Main industries as 
well as other regular activities 
have ground to a halt. This leads 
to the question, if COVID-19 is 
positively impacting the environ-
ment in other countries, how is it 
impacting the US?

According to Science Daily, 

“The first comprehensive study of 
the pandemic shows consumption 
losses amount to more than $3.8 
trillion, triggering full-time equiv-
alent job losses of 147 million and 
the biggest-ever drop in green-
house gas emissions.” 

How will we keep this sustain-
ability going during a pandemic?

Erin Haas, 21, of Florida Uni-
versity said, “Something that I 
saw about how it has affected the 
environment was the used masks 
are being thrown into the ocean 
and that it’s been affecting sea 
life, so they said once you’re done 
using your masks to cut off the 
strings.”

Other solutions have been 

proposed on how to continue this 
momentum of progress against 
climate change. 

“Overall, we just needed to 
do better listening to rules and 
regulations and prepare more,” 
said Taylor.

“I think we need to start focus-
ing on climate change and what 
we can do to help the earth more. 
I feel like a lot of people aren’t 
paying attention to the severity of 
what’s happening to the earth and 
I think if people started paying 
more attention to what’s going on 
we could slowly start progress-
ing and hopefully help mend the 
earth,” said Son.

Elizabeth Watson
Centurion Staff Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons
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Within the matter of months, 
Breonna Taylor became a symbol 
for race relations within the U.S. 
On March 13 after midnight, po-
lice entered the home of Breonna 
Taylor and her boyfriend Kenneth 
Walker, both whom were sleeping 
at the time.

The officers had a no-knock 
warrant and startled Walker 
awake. He then proceeded to 
shoot the officers who came into 
their apartment. Claiming self- 
defense, the officers open fire and 
killed Taylor as she was sleeping. 
This has caused a civil uproar in 
Louisville, KY.

On Sept. 23, a state grand jury 
announced the three officers 
involved in the shooting would 
not be charged with the death of 
Taylor.

Many students have something 
to say about the killing of Breon-
na Taylor.

Emma Cullen, 20, of Savannah 
College of Art and Design said, 
“My initial thought when the 
news notification popped up on 
my phone was ‘finally... they did 
something.’ Then when I looked 
a little closer, I realized that only 
one officer was charged and it 
wasn’t for murder.”

According to CNN, Brett 
Hankison was charged, not with 
Taylor’s death, but with “wanton 
endangerment” for firing into a 
neighbor’s apartment. The two 
other officers who were involved 
have not been charged.

Elizabeth Watson
Centurion Staff

Justice or Injustice for Breonna Taylor?

On Sept. 23, reporters at a 
Washington news conference 
proposed the question to President 
Trump if he would commit to a 
peaceful transfer of power after 
the election. Trump’s evasive re-
sponse regarding possible loss of 
the election resulted in criticism 
from many Americans.

Trump answered, “We’re going 
to have to see what happens. You 
know that I’ve been complaining 
very strongly about the ballots, 
and the ballots are a disaster.” 

Reporters also asked Demo-
cratic candidate Joe Biden for his 
thoughts on Trump’s comment, to 
which he responded, “He says the 
most irrational things.” 

Students at Bucks and from 
across the nation were asked their 
thoughts on President Trump’s 
comment. 

Nicholas Myers, 22, material 
science and engineering major 
at Penn State University said, 
“It sounds bad what he said, but 
there’s other context to why he 
doesn’t want to trust the election. 
He wanted to have it pushed back 
so a better process in voting could 
be established because the current 
system isn’t going to handle the 
volume of votes it’ll get this 
year.”

Myers finds reasoning in 
Trump’s response, showing his 
advocacy and opinion upon the 
mail-in-ballot argument. 

“The last election had some 
instances where more votes were 
found after the count was com-
pleted and he doesn’t want that to 
happen again,” said Myers.

Elizabeth Watson, 20, commu-
nications major at Bucks, said, 
“I always had suspicions that 
the election would insight a civil 
uproar. I think whether Trump 
wins or loses, his supporters will 

Students Worry Trump Will Refuse 
to Accept Possible Election Result
Leah Miller & Gina Donaghy
Centurion Staff

Many are saying the courts 
cared more about the neighbor’s 
walls then about Taylor’s life.

Julia Cullen, 18, of UNC Char-
lotte said, “They think justice is 
giving Breonna’s family money, 
so they don’t ‘complain’ anymore. 
What they did was murder and 
even if they don’t charge them on 
that, they entered a house unwar-
ranted, armed and not in uni-
form.... what could justify that?”

Bucks student Leah Miller said, 
“It was a gross misuse of power 
and an attack on human rights. 
I think that with it being such a 
high-profile case, the officials in-
volved just wanted it to go away. 
I think they should have been 
harsher with the cops involved 
instead of letting them go free. 
I also think that something is 
wrong with our judicial laws, as it 
shouldn’t have been that easy to 

cause a disrupt in society either 
form excitement or hate. I think 
Trump having a ‘sore loser’ 
attitude towards this election only 
encourages his supporters to do 
the same.”

Watson believes that Trump 
wanting to stay in power will 
not only aggravate citizens, but 
it could chaotic and potentially 
violent.

“This is an issue that affects 
us all,” Watson continued. “If 
our president will not concede 
to losing, what will happen on 

election night? This is very alarm-
ing, and people are fearful that 
this will create civil unrest and 
riots, something we already have 
currently going on in our country 
and something we live through 
every day. Is President Trump’s 
statement about him refusing to 
commit a peaceful transfer of 
power making a mockery of the 
constitution?”

Bucks student, Jacob Mairone, 
said, “Well, it’s a clear mockery 
to the peaceful transition of power 
in which our nation holds dear. 

However, I feel it’s counter intu-
itive to say because if Trump just 
stopped saying these things he 
would be re-elected anyway.”

Bucks student Dean Guiliano 
also believes that Trump’s reck-
less comment could insight chaos.

 “I think if Trump has to be 
forcibly removed from office 
given a Biden victory, the public 
will erupt into chaos mostly due 
to the unrest of his supporters.  I 
believe damage control will be 
necessary in certain areas of the 
country, particularly the south 

where his support is stronger,” 
said Guiliano.

Samuel Thompson, age 21, 
sophomore at Full Sail University 
in Florida, approaches the reality 
that Trump may resist the election 
outcome.

“It’s a real possibility that he 
won’t [commit peacefully], but I 
don’t think he’ll do that, if there’s 
any semblance of reason left in 
that party, they wouldn’t let it 
happen, but at this point… who 
actually knows,” said Thompson.

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons
get off.”

Bucks student Jacob Mairone 
said, “I think the whole police 
raid system has always been 
a dangerous one. I think it’s 
disgusting that we just let cops 
go loose on the ‘war trail’ just to 
go home to their families and not 
have to answer for what they did.”

Many agree that they are tired 
of this gross injustice, which has 
led to protests all over the country 

that have become violent.
 “Personally, I don’t think the 

cops really deserved to die, I don’t 
think anyone does,” said Jocelyn 
Beltran. 20, of Doylestown. “I’m 
assuming because it makes them 
feel better seeing others in pain. 
If anything, the cops should of 
just stayed home once they saw it 
coming, they can’t act surprised.”
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Over the past months, Pres-
ident Trump has threatened to 
ban TikTok, a popular social 
media app that allows users 
to watch, create, and share 
videos.

The president’s executive 
orders argue TikTok must 
be prohibited from the U.S. 
market due to national security 
concerns, fearing China may 
have access to the person-
al information of countless 
Americans. TikTok is a US 
subsidiary of the Chinese cor-
poration, Bytedance. American 
software company, Oracle, 
is trying to become TikTok’s 
cloud provider.

How will the potential ban 
affect those who utilize the 
mainstream app?

“I feel that Trump wanting 
to ban the app is a little far-
fetched. From what I know, 
a TikTok spokesperson has 
provided evidence that all user 
data is stored on servers locat-
ed in America. It is interesting 
to note how we have proof of 
Facebook selling one’s per-
sonal information to other 
companies, yet there has not 
been any talk about banning 
that app,” said Guy Lerario, 
33, of Levittown. 

“Personally, if the appli-
cation turns out to be a risk 
towards national security then 
yes, it needs to be banned. 

Considering the absence in 
concrete evidence, removing 
TikTok would infringe on 
a person’s first amendment 
rights.”

It is no secret that the app is 
widely popular among younger 
generations, particularly Gen 
Z, yearning to become “Tik-
Tok famous.”

“The app has made a safe 
space for individuals of all age 
groups to produce entertain-
ing content. I may not make 
videos, but I catch myself 
scrolling for hours. During 
times like this, TikTok keeps 
us connected with one anoth-
er without any restrictions. I 
think the trends that tend to 
grow popular are repetitive on 
occasion. A few of them are 
enjoyable. Although, content 
creators need to acknowledge 
their younger audiences and be 
cautious of what they are post-
ing. Videos that are considered 
inappropriate, little children 
can be influenced. Other than 
that, I have no problems with 
the app,” said Darlington Ibe, 
19, criminal justice major.

Dance and comedy challeng-
es, episodic skits, and several 
more trends are some of the 
most popular content coming 
from the app.

Though TikTok has amassed 
such a huge audience in a short 
amount of time, there are still 
some people who don’t enjoy 
the app, and miss the former 
app it essentially replaced.

“I do not like TikTok too 
much because it is a bit cringe 
to me. A lot of people blow up 
over making hand gestures and 
moving their arms. It also tries 
to give off a Vine appeal, but 
that was its own thing. Nothing 
will replace Vine,” said Bucks 
student Hunter Sleppy.

Before its end in 2017, Vine 
was a social networking plat-
form in which people posted 
short 7-second looping video 
clips.

Alexa Schaefer-VanSchaik, 

19, nursing major, finds Tik-
Tok to be too sexualized for 
kids.

“The app itself is not some-
thing I want to waste my time 
on. Kids are being exposed to 
videos that can come off a little 
obscene. Also, watching others 
do silly dances does not sound 
like anything I might partake 
in either. Genuinely, I do not 
mean to be a hater, I just find 
joy in doing things that are 
productive,” VanSchaik said.

It is obvious that TikTok has 

such a big following and on-
line presence, so losing the app 
would be another social media 
site biting the dust. In stress-
ful times like this, TikTok has 
brought comfort to people all 
around the world.

As of now, Trump has a ban 
date set for Sep. 27 that will 
remove the app from the App 
Store, and TikTok has asked 
judges to block the date as a 
last attempt to save the app.

Trendy App “TikTok” in Possible Trouble 

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

Kayla Gidzinski
Centurion Staff

Flexible degree programs for women and men 
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The Eagles Are Off to a Rough Start
Hunter Sleppy
Centurion Staff

The Eagles are a train wreck, 
a 0-2 train wreck to start out the 
season, losing games to Washing-
ton and the L.A. Rams. 

There was so much hype sur-
rounding the Eagles heading into 
the 2020 season. With the 76ers 
getting swept in the playoffs, the 
Flyers getting shutout in Game 7 
of the Stanley Cup playoffs, and 
the Phillies currently going down-
hill with the possibility of missing 
the playoffs, surely the Eagles 
would lift everyone’s spirits and 
provide hope for fans.  

Well, we were wrong about 
that. Carson Wentz doesn’t look 
like himself, responsible for 
turning the ball over five out of 
the six turnovers the team has 
given up.  

But the blame isn’t entirely on 
Wentz, it doesn’t help him any 
when he’s being sacked eight 
times in the first game of the year. 
The offensive line has been shak-
en up due to injuries.  

In fact, the entire team has been 
reshaped due to injuries. As men-
tioned earlier, the offensive line is 
suffering without the presence of 
Lane Johnson. The oldest tackle 
for the Eagles, Jason Peters, is 
battling a knee injury and the 
team is already cautious with that. 

The team’s #1 wideout in 
Alshon Jeffery is still out due to 
a foot injury, leading to the first 
round pick, Jalen Reagor, tearing 
a UCL ligament in his thumb. 
He’s going to be out for multiple 
weeks.  

On the defensive side, Fletcher 
Cox has an abdomen injury and 

Rudy Ford has a groin injury. All 
in all, this team just has a magnet 
with drawing players who are 
injury prone. 

Besides injuries, the Eagles 
have sloppy play throughout the 
field, going back to Wentz, throw-
ing more interceptions than touch-
downs. His only touchdowns 
being thrown to his tight ends, 
Zach Ertz and Dallas Goedert.  

Goedert leads the team in 
receiving yards with 131, with the 
second highest receiver being De-
Sean Jackson at 110 yards, who’s 
had quite an offseason. Along 
with Jackson, Zach Ertz has the 
2nd most receptions on the team 
with eight.  

As for the running backs, Miles 

Sanders is the #1 running back on 
the roster with 95 rushing yards 
on the year, Boston Scott trails 
him with 54 yards.  

Now the defense hasn’t been 
the best, it might not even be the 
worst, like the Falcons blowing a 
28-3 lead in the Super Bowl and 
then blowing a 15-point lead to 
your rival in the Dallas Cowboys. 

But your defense doesn’t look 
good when they blow a 17-point 
lead and allow 27 unanswered 
points to a team with no name, 
the Washington Football team. 
At least they didn’t blow a lead 
against the Rams, considering 
they were never winning to begin 
with.  

It’s only the beginning of the 

year, but the team has shown 
plenty of signs that this year will 
not be the year for the Eagles. 
It’s only a matter of time before 
Jalen Hurts comes in to replace an 
injury riddled Carson Wentz. It’s 
going to be a long season for the 
Eagles.

However, on Sunday the Eagles 
couldn’t help themselves tying 
with the Cincinnati Bengals and 
their 1st overall pick, Joe Burrow. 
The Eagles forced overtime and 
had a good chance to win after 
getting into field goal range.  

But a holding penalty changed 
that, putting kicker Jake Elliott 
in a situation to make a game win-
ning 59- yard field goal. He made 
all three of his kicks earlier in 

the game, kicking a 54-yard field 
goal, and with his career long 
field goal being 61-yards, there 
was a good chance he was going 
to make that kick.  

The Eagles held him back 
though, after a false start penalty 
was called and Doug Pederson 
making the wise decision to punt 
the football rather than going for 
the win. 

It’s only the beginning of the 
year, but the team has shown 
plenty of signs that this year will 
not be the year for the Eagles. 
It’s only a matter of time before 
Jalen Hurts comes in to replace an 
injury riddled Carson Wentz. It’s 
going to be a long season for this 
team.

Courtesy Of Wikimedia Commons
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