The Centurion

The Award-Winning, Student-Run Newspaper of Bucks County Community College

Volume 53 Issue 2

‘ October 5, 2017 |

Bucks-News.com

%

J_JA N
B e ] ] o
e o s

@Centurion_Bucks

Education Sccretary Betsy DeVos Eliminates

Title IX Guidelines on Dealin

GasBy Houck
Centurion Staff

On Friday Sept. 22 the educa-
tion department, under the leader-
ship of Betsy DeVos, announced
it will be eliminating Obama era
guidance on how schools should
handle sexual assault under Title
IX.

Title IX is a federal law that
prohibits discrimination based on
gender for schools that receive
federal funding, including protec-
tion from sexual harassment.

The clause was authored by
Senator Birch Bayh and late
House Rep. Patsy Mink on June
23,1972 in wake of the Civil
Rights Movement.

Now after this decision, the
Federal Government’s powers
will be limited in the discourage-
ment and punishment of sexual
assault on college campuses
across the nation.

According to Sophie Tatum of
CNN, Secretary of Education,
DeVos, was concerned that the
Obama era guidance denied
the proper due process to those
accused.

The decision has received
backlash from numerous politi-
cians and advocacy groups and

college students haven’t held back
their opinions either.

Hunter Demshick a music major
in their third year at bucks didn’t
hold back “I think this decision is
stupid.”

“There still needs to be re-
percussions for stuff like this,”
Demshick insisted. “Colleges still
need to stick to their guns and still
be harsh because this can happen
to anybody.”

19 year old environmental
science major Sarah Squitieri
from Doylestown, a sophomore at
Bucks, didn’t mask her feelings
either, saying “This is scary and
truthfully as a woman I feel dis-
criminated against.”

“When I was at Temple in
freshman year I was sexually
harassed...” Squitieri recalled. “I
don’t want to think that someone
can go through that or something
even worse than that and they
can’t be helped, because some-
one decided it wasn’t important
enough to properly punish and
discourage.”

Amanda Young, a freshman
from Doylestown who is cur-
rently majoring in cinema, said,
“It’s already scary being alone in
a new place having to fend for
yourself... Less help with this
is definitely something we don’t

need.”

When asked how the students
of Bucks should react Young said
“We need to reinforce awareness,”
“If we just let things happen and
don’t talk about it we’re just as
bad as the people who are trying
to do away with it altogether.”

College students aren’t the only
demographic outraged by this de-
cision. Amber Quinn a mother of
two who volunteers for the BCIU
(Bucks County intermediate unit)
and spends time on the Newtown

With Sexual Assaults

campus said “I’m just mad that
she is a woman and she’s taking
something away that protects oth-
er women, [ just don’t get it.”

“I’m afraid to send my kids to
college,” Quinn admitted. “Fear
is really real as a parent, so now
knowing that there’s not this
added protection anymore is just
really scary.”

For any students concerned on
how bucks will respond to this re-
cent decision President Shanblatt
assured that “Newtown, Upper
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Bucks and Lower Bucks will all
respond to Title IX cases in the
same way.”

President Shanblatt went on to
explain “While the new guidance
allows for some changes... it cur-
rently does not require a change
in practice.”

Even with the recent revisal
of Title IX it seems Bucks will
remain a campus dedicated to
providing a safe workspace for all
students.

If Rabble-Rousing Reverend
Expect Resistance

MAbpISON HELSEN
Centurion Staff

Bucks students and staff, still
fuming over a series of appear-
ances by a fringe Christian hate
group over the past few semesters,
are trying to find ways to prevent
the group from causing harm and
potentially violence on campus.

The group, led on campus by
a man who styles himself as the
“Radical Reverend,” as well as
“Pastor Aden,” has appeared in
Newtown multiple times, creating
confusion and drawing ire from
most students. The Reverend
brings his family and children,
often wielding signs denounc-
ing minorities, women, gamers,
“witches,” and other groups who
the cult claims are “hell-bound.”

According to Newtown PA
Now, a local news website, the
Reverend and his family moved to
Bucks County last year. He holds
thinly attended meetings and
posts videos on the internet titled
“How to Rebuke Harry Potter
Fans,” and has scribbled various
propaganda pamphlets describing
supposed “subtle ways the devil
tries to make you numb to Christ
and how to avoid [them].”

The Reverend’s organization,
called “Christian Interviews,” has
preached at many other colleges

Bucks’ Transfer Fair
PointstoNext Step p.2 | Business

The Reverend was arrested police last fall

nationwide, including Tem-

ple University, and also held a
“shame parade” in New Hope last
May. Social media accounts asso-
ciated with Christian Interviews
feature grainy videos claiming

to “expose” Islam, as well as
LGBTQIA+ people, anarchists,
and the Clintons.

The group’s account also pays
close attention to local media
stories about their campus visits,
saying that even negative press is
good for the group because their
message is spread through photos
of their signs.

On campus, the Reverend usu-
ally tries to sling malicious slurs
at students who pass by, trying
to get a rise out of people. Many
of the students get extremely
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offended by his signs and hateful
preaching, and have called on the
college to stop him from coming.

That’s easier said than done.
The First Amendment protects
free speech in public areas, which
prevents an outright ban of the
Reverend and his associates from
campus. He is usually surrounded
by police officers in case things
get out of hand. Gabby Martins,
a childhood education major, is
outraged by the group’s extremist
messaging, and believes there
shouldn’t be someone on campus
screaming at students. “I don’t
know if he is trying to turn people
to Christ, but that is not the way
to do it. If anything, he is going to
turn people away.”

Continued on page 2
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NFL Tack

DAVE KUEBLER

Centurion Staff

On August 26, 2016, the San
Francisco 49ers squared off
against the San Diego Chargers
in their third preseason game,
when 49ers Quarterback, Colin
Kaepernick, started a national
firestorm by remaining seated for
the national anthem.

What started out as a protest
by Kaepernick against police
brutality and racial inequality,
would quickly turn into a different
conversation.

This issue would only grow in
popularity the following week,
when Kaepernick would kneel
once again to protest beside his
teammates during the 49ers final
preseason game.

Gary Lawery, 19-year-old Busi-
ness Major at Bucks, was vivid in
expressing his beliefs on the issue
at hand by saying, “The prob-
lem is, people aren’t looking at
the bigger picture because black
people in America have been

es Trump

marginalized, and not listening to
us when we say ‘hands up’, and
not listening to the root cause of
us taking a knee.” He continued
on to say, “There is a difference
between Equality and Equity.”

Donald Trump, President of the
United States, shocked the popu-
lation during a campaign rally in
rural Alabama after making direct
comments regarding his feelings
about the NFL protests by saying,
“Wouldn’t you love to see these
NFL owners, when somebody
disrespects our flag, say, ‘Get that
son of a bitch off the field right
now, out, he’s fired!””

President Trump even jumped
on Twitter to express his disgust
by saying, “This issue of kneeling
has nothing to do with race.” He
went on by saying, “It is about
respect for our country, flag, and
national anthem, the NFL must
respect this.”

Outrage grew from not only
players and owners of the NFL,
but other athletes, performers and

Continued on page 2
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NFL Protests

Continued from Page 1

members of the media as well.

Players believed that Trump, as
president, is supposed to stand up
for American values such as racial
tolerance.

San Francisco 49ers Safety Eric
Reid, would be the first teammate
to kneel with his quarterback.

Reid expressed his reasoning
for taking a knee in a New York
Times column published on Mon-
day by saying, “We know that
racism and white privilege are
both very much alive today.”

Reid continued by explain-
ing, “And it’s disheartening and
infuriating that President Trump
has referred to us with slurs but
the neo-Nazis in Charlottesville,
Virginia, as ‘very fine people.’
Reid continued his expressions by
arguing, “His remarks are a clear
attempt to deepen the rift that
we’ve tried so hard to mend.”

Brett Belmont, 19-year-old
Business Major at Bucks, says “It
seems like the wrong setting.” He
explained by saying, “When pro-
testing this way, it makes it seem
as if they are protesting the flag.”

Chris Strohmeyer, a 20-year-old
Bucks student says, “There are
a lot of people out there risking
their lives for this country, and to
protest during the national anthem
is just disrespectful to them.”

Alexa Hanna, an 18-year-old
Liberal Arts Major at Bucks, also
stated her opinion. “How else are
African American’s with their
platform supposed to protest
peacefully?” She added on by
saying, “Meanwhile, Neo-Nazis
are free to roam the streets and
protest at will.”

Hassan Elzeery, a business stu-
dent at Bucks, also felt frustrated.
“It is an uncomfortable topic for
some people.” She went on by
saying, “People shy away from it
because they don’t want to stand
on either side of it.”

Most NFL teams responded
to the President’s comments by
linking arms and displaying unity
with team general managers, as
well as team owners showing the
significance of the right to protest
on such a prominent stage.
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Radical Reverend

Continued from Page 1

Professor of Language and
Literature Charlie Groth, de-
scribes this as a tough situa-
tion for the college. Bucks is a
governmental body and a public
institution, which allows the hate
group to visit the campus. “The
Bucks community cares about the
diversity of our student body. His
negative speech and insults go
against or policy values, although
freedom of speech is a policy val-
ue at Bucks. He is mixing usual
kinds of free speech with harass-
ment. We want our students to
know he is never invited, and the
best thing to do is ignore him.”
Groth explained. She explained
that her and a colleague, Linn
Lisher, created flyers encouraging
students to ignore the preacher
when he visits the campus, though
she admitted that “ignoring him

DEREK O’BRIEN
Centurion Staff

On Wednesday, Sept 27 Bucks
held their first of two transfer
fairs for the fall semester. Over
60 schools coming from all over
showed up to inform students of
what the schools can offer them.

It was a huge turnout at this
event as handfuls of students at
a time passed through seeking
information from the schools of
their interest. A fan favorite of
the event was Temple Universi-
ty’s table as groups of students
were gathered around it to get
their chance to talk to the transfer
advisor.

Not only were there advisors
for other schools at the event but
Bucks also had their own table set
up with transfer advisers there to
point students in the right direc-
tion. With all the help at the event
it was impossible to leave the
place without getting some useful
information on transfer services
and what other schools offer.

When asked how helpful the

JONATHAN MULLIN
Centurion Staff

Escape, the Newtown Athletic
Club’s outdoor bar and resort, has
reopened after a fire earlier this
month. The building housing the
laundry room caught fire late at
night on Sept. 8.

Sean McCaulley, the clubs’ di-
rector of facilities, was on premise
that night and said “it was an un-
fortunate accident, but luckily no
one was hurt. The fire department
was at the scene within minutes
and did a great job getting the fire
under control quickly.”

The adjacent buildings are not
damaged despite sharing a roof.
The outdoor restaurant has a lim-
ited menu and a full working bar.
Family locker rooms and most of
the individual bathrooms are back
in operation.

Escape remained closed until all
surrounding areas were cleaned
and repaired to reopen in a safe
and operational state. The bar
opened different parts of the
outdoor facility in phases. By
Sept 15, the outdoor was opened
only for sun bathing. The outdoor
pools were fully operational and
safe for swimming by Sept 20.

The facility is currently being
powered by generator, and gas
heat has been restored to the facil-
ities’ pools. The facility is known
for being one of the first outdoor
pools to open, as well as one of
the last pools to close for the
season. The NAC plans to keep
the trend going, and hopes to keep
the heated pools open until late
October or mid-November. The
main entrance desk of the laundry
building has been boarded up and
barricaded for safety. Members
are asked to bring their own tow-
els due to the laundry room fire
burning most of their inventory.

is hard, if not impossible, for a lot
of people.” Groth said they would
be handing out those flyers in the
quad whenever he visits.

She added: “Students have
free speech as well, and that is
something nobody can take away
from them.” The faculty and staff
do their part to monitor students
when the extremist group comes.
They want to make sure nothing
gets out of hand, and prevent
students from getting themselves
into trouble. “We care about our
students, and want them to be able
to concentrate on their education.”

Some Bucks students have other
ideas about what can be done to
stop the preacher. Urvish Gajjar,
a criminal justice major, believes
he should have to get permission
from the school first. “I think it’s
bad he is here, and forces his reli-
gion on people. The authorities of

transfer fairs can be, Caroline
Ferrara one of Bucks’ advising
and transfer specialist answered
that it was extremely helpful. She
explained that not all the students
at Bucks get a chance to make it
out to these schools to see which
place will be the best fit for them.
She said that the transfer fairs
give them a chance to see many
schools in one stop right at the
school they go to.

With it being a one stop shop
for information it is also a way to
make a connection with some of
these transfer advisors at the ta-
bles. Not only are the tables filled
with pamphlets but the advisors at
them seem to really care and are
extremely helpful.

Christian Verrecchio, a second-
ary education in history major,
confirmed that the fair was helpful
and stated that, “it really helps
with narrowing down where you
may want to transfer to.” He
had his eyes on the Bloomsburg
University table because of the
transfer agreements they have

The facility completely re-
opened on Sept 23 with much
praise from its membership base.
The facility finds it important
that the quality and value of the
memberships were not affected
during this time. Many members
join the facility mainly for the
outdoor facility. Escape’s man-
agement worked tirelessly to get
the facility back up and running.
The facility had a grand reopen-
ing event called Up in Smoke.
Escape opened to general public
in on Saturday without guest fees
to help celebrate the reopening.
Family and friends all gathered
to enjoy the warm weather and
the outdoor pools. The facility
made sure all outdoor activities,
including the two water slides and
children’s fountain, were in full
operation.

Up in Smoke was a large
event that is aimed at members,
as well as the public. The club’s
goal to turn the negative situation
was a huge success. Members and

|

The Radical Reverend confronte by police

Bucks should check his material,
and make sure it is appropriate.”
Gajjar fumed how the Christian
Interviews group brings distur-
bances to the campus, and really
heats up the atmosphere in a bad
way. The group’s leader promises
“hellfire” to students who disagree
with his views, and even gets his
own children to protest with him.
The children were seen multiple
times wearing T-shirts with vulgar

Bucks’ Transfer Fair Points to
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language accusing students of
being “perverts”.

Groth said that that Bucks fac-
ulty, administrators, and staff will
monitor the situation if and when
the hate cult returns to campus,
and will to help students who may
feel compelled to respond to his
outbursts. She said counselors are
available for students who feel
targeted by his rants.

Students attending Transfer Fair.
with Bucks.

Bloomsburg is not the only
school at these fairs that have
transfer agreements and other
systems in place to make your
transfer as easy as possible. Many
other schools offer the same
options along with scholarships
and programs for anyone seeking

Escape atthe NAC Reopens After Fire
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Photos from there.

family from all over came and en-
joyed the facility for the weekend.
Sunday hosted a fantasy football

league to enjoy the outdoor televi-
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higher education.

The transfer fair is a great tool
to use as a student and it is never
too early to get information. There
are Transfer fairs twice a semester
at every Bucks campus so if you
missed this past one make sure
you look out for the next one on
www.bucks.edu.
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sions on, and the plans to continue
projecting games on a 200’ screen
for Thursday night Eagles games.
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United They Kneel

KYLE BROWN

Centurion Staff

The president has waged a war,
but it’s not with an invading coun-
try, or a terrorist organization.
Instead he has decided to target
NFL players who have decided to
take a stand by taking a knee.

It’s a right that is protected
by the first amendment. Yet, the
commander-in-chief recently sent
out a tweet saying, “Wouldn’t you
love to see one of these NFL own-
ers, when somebody disrespects
our flag, to say, ‘Get that son of a
bitch off the field right now. Out!
He’s fired. He’s fired!””

This tweet set off a massive
ripple throughout the NFL com-
munity in a way the president
didn’t intend. By sending off that
tweet instead of teams discontin-

Donald J. Trump @ @realDonaldTrump - Sep 24

veterans shouldn’t get offended
for something they fought for.”

Houck, who grew up in a
predominantly white neighbor-
hood also added, “he [Trump] has
bigger things to worry about than
NFL players peacefully protest-
ing...Our president is filled with
so much hate that he can’t see
past that.”

While a valid view, others,
like Jeff Long a mixed-raced
18-year-old biology major from
Langhorne stated, “I am against
the players I see it as a disrespect.
Men and women fought for our
flag. I agree they have a right to
protest, but they can do it in a
different way than them kneeling
during the anthem.”

Long, who agrees with the
president’s sentiment but com-

town said, “as a bisexual Afri-
can-American, a lot of the times
you get discriminated against.
They see me as a large black man
and they think I’'m going to be
rude and nasty, but I’'m not. [ am
kind and caring...I’ve had people
say that they wouldn’t date me
because I’m black, it breaks my
heart when I hear it.”

Daranijo didn’t end there as he
also added, “T’ve actually been
told by an officer that if cops see
other cops doing any type of ra-
cial injustice and they try to stop
it, they get black balled.”

So, if law enforcement won’t
step up and stand up for what’s
right, who will? People may not
want to see their NFL teams and
players protest, but I’m sure there
were people who didn’t want to

Great solidarity for our Mational Anthem and for our Country. Standing with
locked arms is good, kneeling is not acceptable. Bad ratings!
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If MFL fans refuse to go to games until players stop disrespecting our Flag &
Country, you will see change take place fast. Fire or suspend!

uing their protests, teams took it
to a new level. During Sunday’s
games, teams locked arm in arm,
players, coaches, and owners
alike to kneel during the national
anthem while some teams, like
the Pittsburgh Steelers and Ten-
nessee Titans, didn’t show up for
the anthem at all.

The outside community has
taken notice of this situation with
some agreeing with the players.
Like Gabby Houck, 19-year-old,
Caucasian, journalism major from
Doylestown who said, “soldiers
fought for this freedom. I don’t
know how to explain it, I feel like
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mented “Trump could’ve said it in
a different way” offered a solution
to the president’s dilemma; “if

he focuses on the racial injustice,
then that would nip that in the bud
and then the protests in the NFL
would most likely end.”

While simple in premise, this
situation is much easier said than
done. In recent years racial injus-
tices are gaining more and more
national attention and it seems
like with this new presidency it
seems like things aren’t getting
any better.

Joshua Daranijo, 19, a video
production major from Levit-
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see a Georgia Baptist minister
stand up for others rights either.

These players who are using
this first amendment right aren’t
the only ones to do so. Shayna
Lopez-McClain from Morris-
ville said, “I hated doing the
pledge during school. We were
conditioned to do it in school so
it didn’t really mean anything.

It was monotonous and boring.
I actually sat down whenever it
came on.”

The national anthem stands
for America and all the values it
holds which includes the right to
protest the national anthem.
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MAcy MOORS

Centurion Staff

I remember dating back to my
first day as a freshman at Bucks;
excited but anxious for what this
new start may bring. Will the
school work be harder? What will
my professors be like? These are
a few of the many questions that
continually raced through my
mind.

After interviewing some fresh
faces on campus, I got to learn
more about their experience as a
new student here at Bucks.

“So what made you decide to
enroll at Bucks?”” was the first of
many questions I asked in which
many of the students shared simi-
lar answers.

Kailie Mitchell, 18, criminal
justice major, shared that saving
money was the main determining
factor. “I chose Bucks simply for
the fact of saving money. My ma-
jor is criminal justice and my ca-
reer is homicide detective which
requires a lot of schooling.”

Tristan Jerome Brown, 19,
criminal justice major, stated, “I
thought it would be good place
for me to start. I did not really
know want I wanted to be and
Bucks was a place that could help
me find it for a good price.”

It was found that in all of the
interviews conducted, saving
money was the main factor for
students choosing Bucks.

“What are your favorite attri-
butes of the school so far?”

Teresa Yeager, 19, criminal
justice major, said her favorite
attribute of the college is how
welcoming everyone was when
she first started. “Faculty mem-
bers and freshmen who attended
the freshmen orientation were all
friendly and open to getting to
know each other. Also, just the
experience I have being on the
women’s soccer team has made
me feel comfortable and wel-
comed here at Bucks.”

Haleigh Kaufmann, 18,
pre-allied health major, said her
most-noted attribute of the college
is how driven it is to motivate

Looking Through
Eyes of Freshmen

its students. “There are so many
helpful and free resources for
those who may need it and I think
that’s a great thing to offer.”

Mitchell agreed and had some
more positive contributions to add
as well. “The food, being way bet-
ter than high school lunches. The
vibe, you just get along with ev-
eryone and everyone has a ‘place.
Every staff member at Bucks just
wants to see you succeed.”

“Would you recommend Bucks
to a friend?”

“Yes. Good atmosphere, good
athletics program, good friend-
ships I have built so far and even
the food is great. I had a bomb
chicken cheesesteak the other day
thanks to our chefs,” Mitchell
shared.

“What advice would you give
to upcoming freshmen in the
future?”

“I would recommend for them
to come to Bucks. It is a good
idea if you are undecided. It will
save you money and you can get
a head start without waiting and
having to relearn something you
forgot,” said Brown.

“My advice would be to get in-
volved with the school. Don’t be
ashamed of going to a community
college and have fun while you’re
here but also study hard because
this is when it counts!” advised
Kaufmann.

She proceeded to inform incom-
ing students who may be interest-
ed in Bucks. “I really dislike the
judgement people give towards
the school. The classes are just as
good as those offered at four year
schools.”

“At first, I was insecure about
telling people I was attending
Bucks just because everyone at
my school was going to a big
school like Penn State or Kutz-
town but now I know I made
the right decision because I’'ve
talked to my friends that are away
at college and they’re stressed
about paying for college, books
and everything else.” Kaufmann
concluded.
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SYDNE PATCHELL
Centurion Staff

Millennials nowadays are drift-
ing away from the ideology-ex-
pressive Facebook, to the more
so interpersonal Snapchat as their
main social media platform.

Forbes says, “41 percent of
millennials still use Facebook ev-
ery day, however, Facebook was
found to be more popular with
non-millennials.”

Some Bucks students can vouch
for this claim that Facebook is
losing its once irresistible appeal.

Kim Scott, a 19 year old student
from Perkasie, shared, “I think
Snapchat is the most popular form
of social media when it comes to
millennials. Facebook tried to buy
out Snapchat but they rejected
their offer.”

Social media apps like Snapchat
are more benign in nature and are
based entirely off of relationships
with others.

The app offers appeal to users
with disappearing digital content,
meaning information will not
be stored in the abyss that is the
Internet.

Meanwhile, Facebook has
been considered by some to have
become a platform for religious,
political, and moral beliefs in the
last year, with personal opinions
being backed with strong emo-
tions.

“Social media websites offer a
voice to everyone. Some peo-
ple are too outspoken on their
profiles, but are silent in person,”

Millennials and Their
Social Media of Choice

says fellow Bucks student Me-
delin Cruz 19, of Bensalem.

Is it possible that millennials
are less-likely to use Facebook
because it makes them unhappy?

There are mixed views about
whether millennials have a bad
habit of spending too much time
on their devices or if their time is
spent productively. Cruz believes,
“our generation spends too much
time on their phones.”

Even though millennials are
pulled to their devices, Professor
Shawn Queeney, 49 and a repre-
sentative of generation X, defends
the millennial generation.

“Millennials aren’t a threat to
our society. Using social media is
a rhythm in their lives. They are
very much capable of communi-
cating with each other in person. |
see it every day in my classes and
in their work.”

The only worry Queeney has
with social media is the lacking or
overload of regulation.

There has been recent news of
corrupt ad funding for Facebook.
TheNation.com reports that,
“intelligent officials have found
that Moscow’s agents bought ads
on Facebook to target specific
populations with propaganda... in
reviewing the ads buys, we have
found approximately $100,000 in
ad spending.”

With this in mind, Professor
Queeney expressed his curiosity
in regards to regulations. He says,
“ads aren’t all bad, a lot of them
are helpful and accurate to my
tastes. In a similar way that TV

and radio are regulated by the
FCC is how social media sites
should be regulated.”

Moreover, millennials who use
social media as their main source
of news may not be getting the
whole story.

Being a daily or avid social me-
dia user might be a downfall for
you if that is the only place you
find out about what’s going on in
the world and in your community.
Scott says “politics should stay off
of social media.”

Through and through it seems
that social media platforms should
be used for relationships and com-
munications like they were origi-
nally destined to be according to
Bucks students and staff.

SGAIs Taking

Garc of Business

TYLER CREIGHTON

Centurion Staff

Trick or Treat? As early as it
may be in the semester, the SGA
has wasted no time in planning
multiple events for students to
take part in, some of which in-
clude some hush-hush Halloween
surprises (dunking for apples?)

A masquerade ball is in the
works for December which is
likely to take place in the historic
Tyler Mansion where students can
unwind and milly- rock the night
away.

One might feel rather sur-
prised when they find themselves
seated in the back of room 117
in the Rollins Center, not in fact
attending a fully booked course
on English composition, rather a
student government association
or SGA meeting presided over
by President Theodora Dagklian-

) e

SGA Executive Board from left to right: Shanzeh Khan, Theodora

donopoulos, who oversees, and
coordinates all SGA activity.

The level of student
participation in the SGA has
increased dramatically in the past
few semesters. Optimist Anthony
Consoli, the secretary of the SGA
responsible for recording and see-
ing to the timely dissemination of
the minutes during SGA meetings,
as well as serving as the exclusive
custodian of all SGA records at
Bucks, believes that there is “a vi-
brant future ahead for the SGA,”
as more student involvement
sanctions an enhanced representa-
tion of the student body.

At its core, the SGA is an
organization of students commit-
ted to representing the student
body, promoting participation by
students, hearing the appropriate-
ly voiced concerns of all students,
gathering, disseminating, and

Continued on page 5

Dagkliandonopoulos, Anthony Consoli, and Brian Deley

With an Associate Degree, the path to your career just got faster.
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More transfer friendly than ever. Once you’ve earned your associate
degree (A.A. or A.S.) from Bucks County Community College, you are
now simply required to take courses that are related to your major to
complete your bachelor’s degree. That's Community Bridge. And that
means you can start your career even sooner.

Generous scholarship opportunities are available, with on-the-spot
credit evaluations being offered to transfer students every day.

At Holy Family University, 30% of new full-time students began their
college experience at another institution. Like them, you’ll find more than
40 programs to choose from, the lowest net cost option among private

Plus, Holy Family University was ranked by NPR as a top 50 school in
the nation for emphasizing upward mobility.*

Join our Family. Learn more at HolyFamily.edu/Bridge

universities in Pennsylvania, and a truly supportive learning environment.
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Continued from page 4

sharing pertinent information
with students, administering
student activities fees in the best
interest of the student body, over-
seeing and assisting in developing
student clubs and organizations,
and lastly to having a good time
by financing student programing
groups at each campus which
facilitate social and recreational
activities.

There are also quite a few
opportunities for students to
volunteer that the SGA would like
students to be aware of. PACAC
is a one stop shop as a college fair
for students interested in transfer-
ring, and they will need some help
with the set-up and tear-down of
the event taking place from 6 am
to 8 pm on Thursday Oct 5. Did
you know you could get paid up
to $35 a game as a scoreboard
operator? The fall sports program
is in search for reliable students
to work for pay. To find out about
more ways of getting involved
in the SGA or volunteer/working
opportunities you can stop by
the student life center or visit
the Bucks website for contact
information. On the SGA page on
the Bucks website there is also an
issues & concerns section where
any student may anonymously
voice their concerns, as Dagklian-
donopoulos has put it the purpose
of SGA is to “give the students
the voice they deserve.”

The student government exec-
utive board consists of President:
Theodora Dagkliandonopoulos,
Vice-President: Brian Deley,
Treasurer Shanzeh Khan, Secre-
tary: Anthony Consoli, Director
of Events: Katie Chookagian and
Director of Communications:
Dalton Dennis. The next SGA
meeting will take place Tuesday
Oct 3 from 12:30-1:30pm.

The Joscho Stephan Trio Jazzes
it Up atthe Zloc

SARAH ZAWODNIAK
Centurion Staff

Attending the impressive Joscho
Stephan Trio group when they
arrived here this past Sept. 14 was
truly a delight, highly entertaining
to watch, and even more lovely on
the ears.

According to the box office
that was running the event here
on campus, it was estimated that
nearly 94 people had shown up
to the performance, and a large
amount of people took advantage
of the VIP reception that included
a chance to meet the artist.

The gypsy swing musician,
Joscho Stephan, explained to the
audience how grateful he was for
the other two men who volun-
teered to play with him on guitar
and bass. After the group was
done performing for the night, the
entire audience gave a standing
ovation to the performers chant-
ing “encore” from the top of their
lungs. Inspired by the crowd, the
musical group decided to appease
the passionate, hungry spectators
and carried out one more song.

Associate professor of language
and literature, Alan Rubin, was
responsible for bringing the Ger-
man musician to campus. Rubin
observes that Joscho Stephan does
not travel to the U.S. that often,
so having him play here at our
college should be considered a
treat. He explained the pure awe
and wonder that the crowd had,
saying, “Joscho is such a brilliant
player that the audience watched

in astonishment. They were
stupefied, dumbfounded—Ilike
Richard Dreyfuss at the end of
‘Close Encounters of the Third
Kind.””

Indeed, spectators were amazed
by the talent of the performers
and every time they finished a
song, the auditorium lit up with
cheering, clapping, and whistling.
The experience was upbeat, full
of energy, and very soulful. As
stated by Joscho Stephan’s per-
sonal website,

“Joscho Stephan has not merely
absorbed this music, but also in-
terprets it on the highest level and
is actively engaged in extending
its boundaries.”

This statement helps clarify
the depths and magnitude of
Stephan’s artistic ability. During
the whole length of the show, he
did not read music from any stand
and instead played the songs that
were imprinted from his heart and
spirit. Although gypsy swing mu-
sic isn’t hitting the tops charts like
rap and pop, Joscho Stephan’s
ingenuity for guitar is noteworthy
and deserves recognition.

Rubin goes on to commend
Stephan’s playing abilities,

“I’ve seen other gypsy jazz gui-
tarists whose playing is both ex-
pressive and technically flawless,
but Joscho has something special,
something that defies explanation.
‘Ineffable’ is what we would say
in English. The French call it je ne
sais quoi. The Germans probably
have a word for it too—they have

a word for everything. I think
that word may be ‘Joscho’.”
There was never a dull moment
watching the melodic triad, for
the lightning speed strumming,
and the intensely intricate guitar
solos from Stephan combined
with the musical strength of the
backup players was outstandingly

impressive. Although the very

Your time.
Your terms.

Your tomorrow.

PHOTO CREDIT: HTTP://WWW.JOSCHO-STEPHAN.DE/EN/ABOUT

much talented Joscho Stephan
could have been a solo act, he was
remarkably humble when giving
credit to the other musicians who
were playing alongside him. In
all, the performance was fun,
enjoyable, refined, and will be one
of the most memorable concerts
for those who watched the Joscho
Stephan Trio group.
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“Under the Knife” Exhibit AtBucks WordsmithPoets Steal

TAYLOR MARZI

Centurion Staff

The Hicks Art Center is hosting
a new exhibit, Under the Knife:
Contemporary Cut Paper Art,
which will be running this fall
from now until Oct 14.

According to Jennifer Garey,
who is in charge of the exhibit
at Bucks, cut paper art is “An
art, instead of using a pencil or
paintbrush they would use paper
and shadows. In some they show
the shadows which is part of the
exhibit. Some of the pieces of art
may show a popup book which
plays with the shadows as well.”

This art has been around for
centuries and is used widely in
most of Asia as well as all over
the world.

A few of the artists displayed
in the exhibit are Colette Fu, Erik
Ruin, Sarah Sadie Slate, many
of whom are from the local east
coast area.

The exhibit contains diverse
forms of paper cut art ranging
from more traditional wall pieces
to pop up books as well as stop
motion videos.

Jennifer Garey went on to talk
about the videos playing in the
exhibit, “They use the videos all
in different ways, one artist uses
a stop motion. Another uses the
paper cut art and uses panning in
a video and plays with light and
sound.”

She then continued to describe
her favorite pieces in the exhibit,
“Jed Morfit pieces are very good,
and ‘Mysteries of Flight’ is a nice
one. On the digital gallery Amy
Lee Ketchum’s video is lots of
fun to watch. A diver with lots of
animation and sound.”

The exhibit also has been host-
ing events such as an artist panel

TH

1 Career

and a gallery reception. The artists
are able to answer questions at
the panel and the curators of the
exhibit speak in the reception.

A pop-up book work shop
was held by Colette Fu where
attendees could register to have a
hands-on experience to paper cut
art with a great artist.

The arts department at Bucks
has other exhibits on display in
addition to the paper cut exhibit
such as the “Artmobile” and “Bi-
ennial Art Faculty Showcase.”

The college’s website explains
this exhibit as “Artmobile is an
art museum for all ages housed

-focused degrees:

Practical bachelor degree programs in:

¢ Information < Healthcare
Technology « |egal (including
¢ Business Paralegal Studies)

2 The flexibility of Peirce Fit®

Choose to attend class on campus or online from
week-to-week, based on what works best for you.

3 Affordable private tuition

One of the lowest private nonprofit tuition

rates in Pennsylvania

4 Up to $3,000 in scholarships

Associate graduates can receive up to $3,000
in renewable scholarships toward Peirce tuition.

5 Competency-based education

The only Philadelphia college to offer a

competency-based program in Information
Technology. Earn credit for what you know
and get the freedom to go at your own pace.

Experience the Peirce Difference at

PHOTO CREDIT: TAYLOR MARZI

in a 48-foot semi-trailer. It travels
throughout Bucks County from
September to June, visiting all 13
school districts and many public
sites”

The “Biennial Arts Faculty
Showcase” will be on display at
Bristol campus Nov 1 to Dec 11,
which will show the artwork of
faculty members including art,
music, and cinematography.

For more information on the
arts at Bucks County Community
College head down to the Hicks
Art Center to take a look or visit
the college’s website for more
information.

FASONS TO TAK
- NEXT STEP

AT PEIRCE COLLEGE

peirce.edu/mycareer

1420 Pine Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102 | 888.467.3472 ext. 9000

TYLER VOELKER

Centurion Staff

The Wordsmith’s Poetry Series
event is making a comeback this
year, promising to be the best one
yet.

As in past years, students and
faculty will get a chance to sit
down, relax, and listen to some
poetry. For over 50 years, Bucks
has been bringing in some of the
best poets around.

This year, renowned poets Jer-
icho Brown, Brenda Hillman and
Chase Twichell will be spotlight-
ed among others.

Past years have seen Allen
Ginsberg, Richard Blanco, and
Adrienne Rich attend the series.

Starting on Friday, September
29, Jericho Brown and Steve
Nolan will be reading off some
of their best work at the Zlock
Performing Arts Center.

Brown, an NAACP award nom-
inee, is most famous for his col-
lection of poetry titled The New
Testament, which was released in
2014.

Nolan, who is a military veter-
an, has had his work published in
numerous different publications.

The series will then continue all
the way into May of next year.

A little more than six poets, will
be featured throughout the entire
series. Admission and parking for
the events will be free.

When asked why one should
attend the series, Associate Pro-
fessor of Language and Litera-
ture, Ethel Rackin, argued “to be
inspired, entertained, and enlight-
ened.”

PEIRCE
COLLEGE

SINCE 1865

Professor Rackin, who is also
co-director of the wordsmiths
reading series, went on to state,
“Poetry puts into words what is
difficult or impossible to say. It
moves our hearts and minds. We
can fall in love with poems, much
as we can fall in love with songs.”

Poetry has been around since
the BC times and is known for its
deep inner meanings and heavy
use of metaphors.

This special form of writing can
be experienced by all of Bucks
and there is no better time to ex-
perience it then now. With many
chances to see world renowned
poets throughout the year, one
should not pass up on this won-
derful opportunity.

Jericho Brown CREDIT:BUCKS.EDU
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Women's Soccer Goach Giordano Glarifies Gontroversial Remarks

MAcy MOORS

Centurion Staff’

Head coach for women’s soccer,
Matt Giordano, received criticism
in last week’s issue about some
of his statements regarding the
soccer program.

With some of his comments
being taken out of context and
causing conflict, Giordano wanted
to clarify what exactly he meant
when he said “making women’s
soccer a ‘real’ program.”

In previous seasons the Bucks
womens soccer team faced some
unsuccessful seasons, resulting
from back to back losses and poor
culture within the team. But as
of now the team is striving for
success and they are ready to take
on their opponents this upcoming
season.

Coach Giordano explains his
previous comments saying, “My
biggest goal for the women’s soc-

cer program is to make it a “real”
program. | honestly don’t ever
think it was taken seriously. When
I say “real” I’m quoting it because
this is what incoming freshman
tell me as to why they choose not
to play. They don’t understand
who we play, how our team is
structured, and how big of a
commitment it actually is. “Real”
doesn’t mean bad versus good
soccer players, and I’m sorry if
anyone took it that way.”

Giordano wanted to make it
clear that he did not mean his pre-
vious players were not talented,
but they did not come together as
a team to reach success.

“When I came to this program
the culture was poor, the type
of athlete we attracted was not
as good as it needed to be, and
I wanted to change this,” Gior-
dano says, “I showed up to the
first day of practice and only four
girls showed up...late. That same

season I had multiple girls just not
show up for games and practices,
without notice. There was even
one game [ had a player on our
team throw ice at me then proceed
to spit at me. Needless to say,
these weren’t the type of athletes I
needed or wanted to build a “real”
program.”

Giordano thinks there is no rea-
son that Bucks soccer shouldn’t
have a nationally ranked women’s
program. Over his past three years
as coach, Giordano has encoun-
tered some road blocks with the
team, but he and the team will
continue to push ahead until the
women’s program is where it
needs to be.

“I can’t wait to see what this
program is like in another few
years. I’m not taking anything
away from any prior Bucks team,
I’m strictly referring to my expe-
rience over the last three years,”
says Coach Giordano.

Pl <

Coach Giodano (above) said the womens’ soccer team had a “poor culture”
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ELIJAH PITTMAN
Centurion Staff

The 76ers, who ended the
season last year 14th seed, drafted
Joel Embid, Ben Simmons, and
Markelle Fultz in hopes that they
can help lead the 76ers to the
championships in the future.

Here at Bucks, there is a rather
small but dedicated fan base for
the NBA, with the opinions of
students varying.

Qhyle Elijah, 22, said his
concerns, explaining, “I’m not so
sure about Fultz because he hasn’t
really played yet. Ben Simmons
Joel Embid were both good in
college so I’'m assuming that they
will be good in the NBA as well.
I don’t think they will make the
playoffs this year because they
still aren’t a good team yet. |
think they will be around 9th or
10th seed.”

Corinthian Rivera, a cinema
photography major, gave his
opinion on the Sixers rookie Mar-
kelle Fultz, saying, “personally
I don’t really focus on Markelle
that much because to me he really

isn’t a star player. He might have
the potential because he is in the
NBA but I don’t know if he can
make a name for himself. Joel
Embid is alright, I need to see
more from him and Ben Simmons
same thing. Sixers need to get
there game up because I don’t
see them going to the playoffs at
all. With all these overpowered
teams, I don’t think Sixers have
a shot. But I will say that these
super teams will help the young
guys develop faster and better
because they must work harder to
have a chance. It will take them
years to be a great team again.”

Other students had more opti-
mistic outlooks on the upcoming
season, despite the pitfalls of the
past.

18-year-old Andrew Fratangeli
spoke his thoughts about the Six-
ers and there off season moves.
Fratangeli said, “Markelle is a
good fit for the Sixers and will
benefit playing for them. Also, I
think he can be an all-star in the
future. Joel Embid will have his
break out year. They will give him
more minutes so he will be able
to show what he can do. If they

don’t over use him then I think he
will stay healthy. Same with Ben
Simmons. I think Ben will go off
this year, he did a lot of training
with Lebron this summer and
the last one so I think he is going
to snap. I still don’t think we
can make the playoffs. There’s a
chance but I don’t know because
there are a lot of super teams.”
Colin Cooney, 18, felt very pos-
itive about the new team, saying,
“I feel Markelle is going to be a
good player for the Sixers. I think
he will be an average player for
his first year then after a while he
will grow and live up to his full
potential. I think Ben Simmons
and Joel Embid will both go off
this year and play like all-stars.
I don’t think they will make the
playoffs this year maybe next year
they will even though the east is
weaker this year. Adding J.J Red-
dick was great he is going to be
a great fit for them and will give
Ben Simmons easy assist.”
Perhaps in the future, there is
hope for the 76ers to regain mo-
mentum on the basketball court
and shoot higher.

NICHOLAS JARRELL

Centurion Staff

Eagles

With three games in the books,
the Eagles find themselves at a
respectable 2-1 record, with their
only loss coming against the still
undefeated Kansas City Chiefs.

Although the Eagles lost to the
Chiefs, they put themselves in a
position to win the game by tying
the score at 13 with a little under
12 minutes left in regulation.

Only a few ill-timed mistakes
cost them the chance to take down
and finish the Chiefs, who are
now one of only two teams that
still remain undefeated.

Last week, the Eagles were
involved in a thriller game against
the division rival New York
Giants.

The game came down to the

last few seconds as Eagles rookie
kicker, Jake Elliot, whom the
Eagles signed after former kicker,
Caleb Sturgis, went down with an
injury, knocked through a fran-
chise record 61-yard field goal to
win the game.

But the news wasn’t all good
for the Eagles, as running back
Darren Sproles broke his arm and
tore his ACL in the same play
against the Giants, losing him for
the remainder of the season.

Without Sproles in the back-
field, the Eagles will look to the
rest of their backfield to carry the
load.

Free agent Lagarrette Blount
and second year running back
Wendell Smallwood are expected
to be more active in the offense
in Sproles’ absence, with un-
drafted free agent Cory Clement
also looking to make a name for

himself.

As the first quarter of the NFL
season comes to a close, the
Eagles take on the winless Los
Angeles Chargers in what should
be easy matchup for the Birds.

The Eagles are currently in a
3-way tie for the lead in the NFC
East and a win over the Chargers
would bring them a step closer to
a division title, something they
have not done since the 2013
season.

Phillies

As the baseball season comes to
a close, rookie phenomenon Rhys
Hoskins continues to prove that
he belongs.

The first basemen turned
left-fielder has brought a renewed
sense of hope and enjoyment to
Phillies fans with his quality at
bats and raw power.

After a near sweep of the L.A.

For Eagles, Phillies, Flyers

®

Dodgers, the Phillies looked to
continue their quality play against
the Nationals, to whom they have
lost four of their last five games
against.

Catcher Cameron Rupp doubled
deep to center in the bottom of
the third inning to take a 3-1 lead
and the Phillies never looked
back. Adding a security run in
the bottom of the seventh inning,
the Phillies held on to win with a
score of 4-1,

With 4 games remaining on
their schedule, they look to end
the season on a high note as they
take on the New York Mets in a
3-game series at Citizens Bank
Park.

Flyers

The Flyers come into this
season with high hopes to make
a playoff run, despite an under-
whelming start to the preseason

that saw five of their first six
games go into overtime, while
only winning two.

In a win against the Rangers,
center Claude Giroux attribut-
ed two assists while Lindblom,
Laughton, Morin, and Koneceny
all tallied a goal to seal a 4-3 win.

With two more games remain-
ing in their preseason schedule,
the Flyers look to take down the
Boston Bruins and New York
Islanders and head into the regular
season with momentum, some-
thing they have not been able to
do in years passed.

That would be the first step in
trying to prepare themselves to
take down the San Jose Sharks
in the first game of the regular
season on Oct. 4.
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