
The Award-Winning, Student-Run Newspaper of Bucks County Community College

Volume 57 Issue 10 April 14, 2022 Bucks-News.com @Centurion_Bucks

IN
SI

DE
The Centurion
Bucks Students Feel The Pain at The Pump
Evan Lechowicz
Centurion Staff

Mixed emotions surround the 
college community as gas prices 
inflate to levels we have never 
seen. 

Oil companies around the world 
have increasingly bumped up the 
price of oil causing gas prices to 
soar. Recently, underground fresh 
oil recovery has been problem-
atic fraught with environmental 
concerns and decreasing supply. 
This has affected college students 
and how much they are spending 
at the pump. 

Kailey Marsden, a communi-
cations major, takes the majority 
of her classes at Bucks online 
because she is also a full-time 
worker.  

“I just think that the country’s 
got to do what it must do, and it 
does affect me because I do drive 
a lot. Like when I go to Maryland 
or like anywhere else that is a 
long distance. But I do not give 
my car a full tank of gas every 
time I fill up.” Marsden said. 

Marsden along with the other 
students, states that it would be 
easier to save for the future with-
out inflation.  

“Of course, I want the gas 
prices to go down again. But it 
is honestly not too bad for me. I 
do not leave my tank completely 
empty before I fill it up. I fill it 
up when it is like half a tank, so it 
looks better in my bank account,” 

Marsden stated. 
Like Marsden, other online 

students are having trouble paying 
for gas. 

Maddie Pollock is studying 
elementary education through 
Bucks online as well. She agrees 
with Marsden, that it does take a 
toll when she fills up her car. Her 
main reason for travel is work. 

“I do have to pay more for gas 
which sucks, but there is really 
nothing that I can do about it, so, I 
just fill it up a half a tank and then 

go from there,” Pollock said. 
All college students have diffi-

culties with these prices, espe-
cially the students that attend in 
person classes.  

Centurion writer, Tara Birn-
baun, also a communications 
major is worried and stressed over 
how much is coming out of her 
wallet when she must fuel up. 

“Well, I have spent almost 
double between traveling from 
home to school to work. And I 
am frustrated but hopefully it gets 

better soon!” Birnbaun said.
Students from other campuses 

are worried about the fuel prices 
as they travel to classes in New-
town. 

Brooke Keller, an interpersonal 
psychology major, must travel 
from near the Perkasie campus, 
all the way down to Newtown to 
attend some classes. This can take 
a good chunk of change from her 
pocket to put into her car.  

“It is different than my situation 
a year ago when it was not really 

a problem to drive to Newtown. 
And now it is like you must pick 
up extra hours at work just to be 
able to afford gas.” Keller said.  

She recently took a trip to Vir-
ginia to visit a friend but thought 
of cancelling because she might 
not be able to afford the round trip 
with gas prices rising. 

“For somebody that is going to 
college and also working, it’s not 
a good time to be paying upwards 
of forty dollars for half a tank of 
gas,” Keller adds. 
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Final Wordsmiths Event For This Semester
Aileen F. Gorman Leong
Centurion Staff

Don’t miss this exciting op-
portunity to get to the final event 
of Bucks’ Wordsmiths Reading 
Series of 2021-2022 on Friday, 
April 29. 

It is available to attend in-per-
son at the Zlock Auditorium on 
the Newtown campus, or join 
online on Zoom, and enjoy an 
evening filled with the words and 
worlds of two seasoned poets, 
Jane Hirshfield and Luray Gross. 

The opportunity to experience 
poetry performance live is “an 
experience unlike any other,” says 
Professor Ethel Rackin, Professor 
of Language and Literature at 
Bucks, and Director of Word-
smiths Reading Series and Poet 
Laureate Program. 

“The Wordsmiths Series has 
helped to establish the college 
as a hub of literary and artistic 
activity for the community and 
beyond,” says Rackin. 

The Bucks Wordsmiths Reading 
Series has been running since the 
1960s, and as well as bringing to-
gether a vast and diverse commu-
nity, it gives students the perfect 
storm of possibilities to connect 
what they have learned in the 
classroom with the wider world: 
perhaps something that is needed 
more than ever right now. 

“The Wordsmiths Series is one 
of the ways that Bucks contributes 
to the vitality of the arts commu-
nity in Bucks County. The series 
brings together poets and non-po-

ets, students, community mem-
bers, and visitors,” says Rackin. 

This is for everyone. Sometimes 
people can be intimidated by 
poetry or think that “poets are de-
ceased or pretentious. When they 
attend a live reading, it brings 
home the point that poets are peo-
ple just like us!” says Rackin. 

“Every semester, students tell 
me that they are so glad they 
attended and would be likely to 
attend again. The same is true for 
the general public. The events are 
accessible, lively, and fun. They 
are created to appeal to a wide au-
dience of newcomers and regulars 
alike,” she adds. 

And those who attend are in for 

an absolute treat with Hirshfield 
and Gross. “The series is dedicat-
ed to equity and inclusion,” says 
Rackin, and one way in which this 
goal is accomplished is to make 
it a regular practice to pair a local 
poet with a visiting one. 

“Both Hirshfield and Gross are 
seasoned professionals in their 
field,” says Rackin. “Hirshfield 
will be visiting us from Califor-
nia and Gross is a Bucks County 
native. Both poets write about the 
natural world, human nature, spir-
itual issues, and more. There is a 
profound honesty, directness, and 
beauty in each poet’s work.” 

So, what’s in store for the 
evening? “A relaxing, enjoyable, 

inspiring evening,” says Rackin. 
And then some more…the event 
is free, and open to all, and there 
are also some VIP tickets that can 
be purchased. 

VIP tickets are $15 and include 
reserved seating and entry to the 
reception from 6 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. 
outside the auditorium. The recep-
tion includes light hors d’oeuvres 
and two wine, beer or non-alco-
holic drinks per person. VIP ticket 
holders must be 21 and older. IDs 
will be checked.  

Both free and paid tickets 
can be obtained online at www.
bucks.edu/tickets or at https://
ci.ovationtix.com/36202/produc-
tion/1094184  

Tickets can also be obtained at 
the Zlock box office outside the 
auditorium on Tuesdays from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m., or on the day of 
the event.  

The reading will also be broad-
cast on Zoom.  So, get down to 
the Zlock or get on Zoom and 
catch this last opportunity to 
experience live poetry in the 
Wordsmiths Reading Series for 
2021-2022 on Friday, April 29. 
And don’t fret that this is the last. 
The series will start up again in 
the Fall, with more information to 
follow.
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After an extended offseason, 
baseball and the Philadelphia 
Phillies are back. The Phillies 
have made some major signings 
this offseason, will it be enough to 
make the playoffs?

The Philles haven’t been to 
the National League Playoffs in 
11 years and haven’t been to the 
World Series since their 2009 loss 
to the New York Yankees. 

The Phillies have signed two 
key outfielders to bolster their 
lineup in Kyle Schwarber and 
Nick Castellanos. 

Schwarber (29) is a former first 
round pick of the Chicago Cubs 
who helped end their 108-year 
World Series drought, in 2016. 
Schwarber recently played for 

Washington and Boston where he 
ended the season with a Batting 
Average of .291.

Now for Nick Castellanos, he 
was drafted by Detroit back in 
2011. He has most recently played 
for Cincinnati; his batting average 
was an astounding .309.

What these two great bats bring 
to us is more hits, and hits bring 
runs. Schwarber can bat leadoff, 
although not being the fastest 
player, he gets on base. 

Castellanos brings a big 
right-handed bat and someone 
who can protect Bryce Harper 
from getting pitched around. 

Bob Knittel, a roofing Foreman 
from New Jersey said “The lineup 
hasn’t had this much power and 
stability since the 2008 team”.

Castellanos and Schwarber will 

be joining the returning lineup of 
Ryhs Hoskins, J.T. Realmuto, and 
the MVP Bryce Harper.

If National League MVP Bryce 
Harper stays on his current path, 
he’ll help the Phillies get to the 
playoffs.

Hoskins is coming off a season 
ending core injury. Before the 
injury Hoskins was on pace for a 
career year. Let’s see what he can 
bring to the plate this year.

J.T. Realmuto is arguably the 
best catcher in baseball, he does 
everything on the field extremely 
well. J.T. had an underwhelming 
season last year, only batting .263 
at the plate. Hopefully J.T brings 
up that average and really helps 
this loaded lineup.

Another Phillie hoping to return 
to form is Arron Nola. Nola had 

a great 2020 season, but his 2021 
season was less than stellar.  For 
the other star pitcher on the Phil-
lies, Zack Wheeler, he’s hoping 
to build on the season he had last 
year but that’ll be hard because he 
was so great.

When asked if the Phillies can 
end the playoff drought, Ryan 
Buczek, a Business student at 
University of Pittsburgh an-
swered, “Yeah we should. With 
the two key players we added 
along with our all-stars from last 
year. Our lineup is sixth best in 
the MLB, I believe, but the only 
thing I’m worried about is our 
bullpen and losing games that we 
should have won. 

Ryan makes a great point, our 
lineup can compete with the best 
of them. Our bullpen seems like 

it’s always been a problem and 
they’ve cost us many games over 
the last couple of years. Can they 
hold up enough for the Phillies to 
win some close games?
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A Radiant Legacy 
Student Take-Over Event

• Take a walk through the Keith  
Haring: A Radient Legacy Exhibit 
and find your way to the curated 
event afterwards.

• Enjoy refreshments, snacks, crafts, 
and music in honor of Keith Haring 
and his love for the arts.

• Take part in a scavanger hunt for a 
chance to win a prize.

Graphic Design students from Bucks County Community College 
take over for an evening of fun and socalization at the Michener 

Museum in honor of Keith Haring.

*Pre- Registration Required
Please register at 

https://www.michenerartmuseum.
org/event/a-radiant-legacy-student-

take-over-event/

$15 Members
$25 Non-Members

$5 Students

Located at the 
Michener Museum

138 S Pine St, Doylestown, PA
Saturday, April 23rd

7pm-11pm

Photo Credit: The Michener Museum Photo Credit: The Michener Museum

Phillies Look Promising This Season
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Living Life Through The Lens Of Music
Colin Riccardi
Centurion Staff

For most people entering their 
twenties, the pressure of trying to 
narrow down a career and going 
through school is ever-present. 
However, for a 20-year-old assis-
tant manager at a local Bensalem 
deli, music is the only thing John 
Brandt is worried about.

Working the closing shift at the 
local deli, popping in his earbuds, 
and getting to turn on his favorite 
tracks is what John looks forward 
to the most. That is of course, un-
til he gets home to his sanctuary 
of happiness where his creativity 
takes hold.

From the moment he wakes up 
to the moment he goes to sleep, 
music is on his mind.

However, listening to music 
is only the start of what John is 
getting out of the industry. For 
John, listening, playing, mixing, 
mastering, and everything in be-
tween is what drives him through-
out his day.

John is a unique sound engineer 
who uses music to encapsulate his 
creativity in something positive, 
all while leaving the pressures of 
the real world at the front door.

At first glance you are greeted 
with an impressive afro for a 
20-year-old and a scraggly beard 
that personifies his personality. At 
about 6 feet tall, John takes pride 
in his afro which is the center-
piece of his appearance. 

While he currently has no 
plans of attending a university, he 
hopes to one day turn his favorite 
pastime into a career as a music 
producer. 

“In order to for me to be in the 
right space to work with music, 
I would have to be in a space 

where I’m like, ‘Hey, I want to be 
creative, or I want to be happy.’” 
Emotions create a place of Zen 
when in the right headspace, 
which affects the music John 
produces.

“I deal with mixing, mastering, 
and I do produce my own sounds. 
However, I do love to work on 
remixes that use master tracks that 
range from Michael Jackson to 
Madonna.” 

Some of his favorite tracks to 
play with happen to be hits from a 
few of history’s biggest artists of 
all time. While he loves to dissect 
some of his all-time favorite 
tracks, he is especially good at 
remastering some of the King of 
Pop’s hits by highlighting vocals 
or by elevating sub levels of 
production. 

From an early age, John knew 
music was his passion. Hearing 
the sounds that came from some 
of his earliest inspirations that 
include Michael Jackson, he be-
came infatuated with how certain 
sounds could bounce off the walls 
to create a luscious melody.

From this early age, John 
picked up a plethora of instru-
ments and continues to learn and 
incorporate them into his craft. “I 
play many instruments ranging 
from synthesizers, drums, piano, 
guitars, and a bass. I do have a 
trumpet, but I have a tough time 
buzzing my lips, so I am still 
learning.” 

All this, and he still mastered 
the ability to run the Audacity 
program, a program that allows 
producers to effect individual 
layers of music, and his massive 
soundboard on top of his desk. 

In the first half an hour of 
watching, it is clear he knows 

what he is doing as he plucks each 
string and hits each key with pre-
cision, turns each knob and lever 
to its needed position.

There is a lot of baggage that 
comes with music technology. 
Each knob and lever do some-
thing so small that even a minor 
hiccup can throw off an entire 
project, ruining hours of work. 
Every microphone has a set dis-
tance to capture specific sounds 
and changing something ever so 
slightly could change a project 
drastically. 

The effects that John plays 
around with inside the Audacity 
program range from dampening 
audio to adding distortion, each of 
which requires immense knowl-
edge of how to incorporate them 
effectively.

There is a level of expertise 
that comes with John’s ability to 
deconstruct and explain exactly 
what he can do with some of the 
biggest songs from some of the 
biggest artists of our generation. 
John takes the heavily praised 
“Billie Jean,” by Michael Jackson 
and breaks it down layer by layer 
explaining how the King of Pop 
created the mega hit.

As an example, John isolates 
the vocals and explains how 
Michael used his voice to create 
unique sounds. “Michael created 
several background vocals and 
stacked them together to create 
the illusion that there are several 
voices. He made different tracks 
for the highs, lows, and mids for 
the song. This gives the song that 
gorgeous sound.”

After watching the artist at 
work, he explains just why he 
does music and how it helps him. 
“Music is as important to me as 

to say, happiness is key. I cannot 
stand silence and that is one thing 
that a lot of people will say they 
like.”

Music has become a necessity 
for people all over the world and 
for people like John it is that one 
true escape from the despair the 
real world has to offer. “There 
must be ambience for me to think 
and just hearing music enhances 
that feeling. It allows me to feel 
like I am okay and feel happy. It 
keeps me from feeling uncomfort-
ed. Some use music as a distrac-
tion, I use it as an enhancement.”

There is no right way to fuel 
that creative passion or to seal off 
the negativities of current events, 
but music can be a start. “Music 
gets around to a lot of people and 
as an outlet, it can be extremely 
diverse but ultimately it depends 

on the person.”
One this is for sure, and it is 

that music is where John Brandt 
finds his peace. As he strikes each 
drum, strums each chord, or as he 
adds effects to audio files, John is 
pouring his creativity and turning 
it into happiness.

Photo Courtesy of Colin Riccardi

Evening Transfer Information Sessions (5 p.m.):

April 7, April 21
Highlights the process of transferring to KU and includes a 
campus tour. 

Transfer Fantastic Friday Event (11 a.m.):

April 22
Learn about the transfer admission process, programs of 
study, credit evaluation, financial aid, campus housing, dining, 
student life, and more.

A KU EDUCATION
TAKES YOU WHERE YOU 
WANT TO GO.

STRIKE GOLD:
www.kutztown.edu/visit

– BUCKS COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE • BUCKS.EDU –

WEEKS #1-3:  
Brian Heat (www.BrianHeat.com)

WEEK #4:  
Joaquin Zihuatanjo (tinyurl.com/yst2hwhv)

WEEKS #5-7:  
Marisel Herrera (www.mariselspeaks.org)

Register 
here!

22071
Bucks County Community College complies with applicable state and federal civil rights laws  

and does not discriminate in its educational programs, activities or employment practices.

#BUCKSCCC

#BUCKSCCC

#BUCKSCCC

#BUCKSCCC

bucks.edu Add value to your future
Bucks

This event is eligible for 
Bucks+ points for students.

Weekly, beginning  
March 24 – May 5, Thursday Evenings 

6:00 pm – 7:30 pm EST

The S.P.A.R.K. Speakers Series is meant to equip and inspire students 
to uncover their best-selves as future leaders on campus, in Bucks 
County, and beyond. Through virtual, interactive sessions, students 

will engage with high-powered thought-leaders, speakers and  
presenters with messages and lessons that will inspire that S.P.A.R.K

– Centurions FORWARD! The future is now. –
➜ Register at https://tinyurl.com/4beesw7j ➜

Self-Care and Self-Awareness 
Preparation and Persistence 
Asking and Answering of Questions 
Respecting Diversity 
Knowledge Acquisition

Register today for this virtual event: 
https://tinyurl.com/4beesw7j
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A Centurion In King Arthur’s Country
Hal Conte
Former Centurion Editor

At first glance, it’s a sight that 
might not seem out of place 
in Bucks County — exquisite 
foliage, enthusiastic groups of stu-
dents, and a pleasant climate, but 
look around and things appear off. 

Cars are driving on the wrong 
side of the road, people are 
carrying bags with the names 
of strange grocery stores such 
as “Waitrose” and “M&S”, and 
measurements are in kilometers, 
not miles. 

Open your ears and hear the 
chatter and it’s obvious you are 
far afield. Since October, I’ve 
been attending the University 
of Warwick in the Midlands of 
the United Kingdom, seeking to 
obtain a master’s degree in Global 
Media and Communication. 

Although it’s half a world away 
from Bucks County Community 
College, my eventual journey here 
began as a Centurion editor, when 
on a trip to the Keystone journal-
ism awards, another alumni of the 
paper told me they were planning 
to study abroad in the U.K. after 
transferring to Temple. 

As soon as I heard about this 
possibility, I was hooked. After 
attending Temple and studying 
abroad in London during the 
summer of 2019, my obsession 
was only redoubled. I planned 
to return to the U.K. as soon as 
possible but had to acknowledge 
the likely financial burden of 
doing so. 

Almost as an afterthought, I at-
tended a Fellowship Advising ses-
sion at Temple in February 2020. 
Seeing a group of professional, 
intimidating graduate students 
discuss their applications, both 
successful and unsuccessful, to 
the Fulbright, Marshall, and Gates 
scholarship, I figured I might 
theoretically make a go at an 
application just to say I tried, but 
probably would never do so given 
the limited time in my schedule. 

Like a twisted genie, coro-

navirus lockdowns arrived just 
weeks later, depriving me of my 
remaining in-person undergradu-
ate education — but also granting 
me time to prepare a Fulbright 
application, which, with the help 
of fellowship advisor Dr. Barbara 
Gorka, I submitted in October 
2020, just days prior to securing 
a job at Gannett’s Lebanon Daily 
News. 

To my surprise and delight, I 
learned that I was accepted as a 
finalist in April of the following 
year and set off for the U.K. again 
in September.

Classes here are high-stakes and 

challenging — some professors 
base their entire grade on a single 
essay — and some elements 
remain online. But for the most 
part, education has taken place 
in-person, mask-free, and among 
a cohort of interesting students 
just as international as I am. 

My classmates include citizens 
of Russia, South Korea, China, 
India, Hong Kong, and more. As a 
former Centurion editor, I’ve got-
ten involved with student media 
— I am finance editor at the Boar 
and editor-in-chief of the Global-
ist - and my skills in InDesign and 
other Adobe programs have been 

invaluable in securing the position 
and laying out each issue. 

Coventry, the city nearest to the 
University of Warwick, is smaller 
than Philadelphia, but much safer 
and is the U.K.’s 2021 City of 
Culture. There have been many 
art galleries, book talks, and other 
events worth attending. 

A train trip to London and back 
is roughly equivalent to $50, and 
I’ve been in and out three or four 
times so far, seeing Hamlet at the 
Globe Theatre, visiting the British 
Library and Tate Modern, and 
walking up and down High Street 
in Kensington during the Christ-

mas season, marveling at the 
abundance of fashionable goods 
on sale, and their eye-watering 
price. 

I plan to return to the U.S. at 
some point and obtain a PhD, but 
I’m not sure when that might be. 
I started my journey hooked on a 
rumor but living here has proved 
even more addictive. It might in 
part be the tea, but it goes beyond 
that.

Photo Courtesy Of Hal Conte

The Centurion Wins 15 Keystone Awards
Chase Zemitis
Centurion Staff

The Centurion Newspaper at 
Bucks County Community col-
lege won 15 awards in the 2022 
Keystone Media awards contest 
including first place in general 
news, layout, design, website, and 
video story.  

The Centurion, which is en-
tirely student run and financially 
independent, has won nearly 150 
awards in the contest since 2010, 
making it one of the most-hon-
ored student newspapers in the 
state of Pennsylvania.  

Journalism professor Tony Rog-
ers said, “The awards were a re-
sult of the work done in the spring 
and the fall semesters of 2021, 
during the height of the pandemic 
where enrollment at Bucks was 
hit hard by the pandemic”.  

Much of the award-winning 
work was focused on the pandem-
ic, including the fallout from the 
historical 2020 election and the 
effects on college’s enrollment  

The Centurion newspaper 
competes in Division three of the 
keystone contest, which includes 
two -year colleges from across the 
state.  

Before the pandemic, The Cen-
turion distributed print copies to 
all three campuses of the college 
but the lack of students on cam-
pus has led to PDF versions being 
sent out to students via email 
instead.  

Lucas Darling, a sophomore 
at Bucks and the Centurion’s 
editor in chief said, “The writers 
and editors put in a lot of effort 
to make the paper happen. I’m 
happy that those efforts are being 
recognized.”  

Rogers said, “Enrollment at 

Bucks was hit hard by the pan-
demic, which meant the Centurion 
was operating with a much small-
er staff and with many students 
working remotely.”  

“Ive never been more proud of 
my students,” he continued. “This 
has been an incredibly difficult 
time to put out the paper and 
they’ve still managed to do terrific 
work”

Rogers said he was especially 
proud of the fact that the paper 
won second place in the newly 
created Diversity category, for 
articles on a celebration of pride 
month, a virtual Juneteenth event 
and an article on the history and 
impact of Black History Month. 

Full List of Centurion Winners 
General News First Place:  
Beloved Bucks Professor Dr. 

Christopher Bursk Dies at Age 78: 

Echo Rogers 
Ongoing News Coverage Sec-

ond Place:  
Year Two of the Ongoing 

Covid‐19 Pandemic: Alyssa Al-
lebach, Gabriella Pirmann, Lucas 
Darling 

Public Service/Enterprise 
Package 

Second Place Special Report: 
The Covid Shutdown at Bucks, 
One Year Later: Gabriella 
Pirmann, Lucas Darling, Alyssa 
Moore 

Public Service/Enterprise Pack-
age Honorable Mention Special 
Report: The Fallout From the 
2020 Election: Lucas Darling, Ga-
briella Pirmann 

Feature Story Second Place:  
A Conversation with President 

Ganther: James Bonnell 
Sports Story Second Place:  

Bucks Women’s Soccer Team 
Season Preview: Mitchel Wilbur 

Sports Story Honorable Men-
tion:  

Bucks Men’s Soccer Team Sea-
son Preview: Colin Riccardi 

Review Second Place:  
‘No Time to Die’ is a ‘Perfect 

Send‐Off for Craig’s Bond’: Mark 
Ruffin 

Review Honorable Mention:  
‘Shang‐Chi’ is ‘Action Movie 

Perfection’ Mark Ruffin 
News Photo First Place:  
Pastor Aden Visits Bucks Once 

Again: Gabriella Pirmann 
Layout and Design First Place:  
A Socially Distant Year: John 

Madden, Olivia Ruddell 
Website First Place:  
www.bucks-news.com: Lucas 

Darling 
Video Story First Place:  

Dealing With Covid‐19 Stress: 
Alyssa Moore 

Video Story Second Place:  
Centurion editor keeps putting 

out the paper, despite the pandem-
ic: Alyssa Moore 

Diversity Second Place:  
Celebrating Pride Month with 

Senator Steven Santarsiero and 
Kevin Antoine; Bucks County 
Community College hosts Virtual 
Juneteenth Event; The History 
And Impact Of Black History 
Month: Echo Rogers, Mark Ruf-
fin, Lucas Darling 

From Left To Right, Colin Riccardi, Lucas Darling, James Bonnell
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By Mark Ruffin
Centurion Staff

The names Venus and Serena 
Williams are synonymous with 
tennis and excellence. The acco-
lades of these amazing woman are 
known to most people.

Filmmaker Reinaldo Marcus 
approach to the film, “King 
Richard,” is unique because he 
decided to focus on what made 
the sisters special: the support of 
their family. The film could have 
easily been a copy and paste of 
the sister’s life, but the film is a 
study of the Williams family.

What is interesting about “King 
Richard” is that even if you are 
not a tennis fan, this film will 
move you.

The film is a powerful drama 
that is magnetic and moving. It 
lives and breathes the story of 

Serena (Demi Singleton) and 
Venus (Saniyya Sidney) Williams’ 
beginnings on the tennis court in 
the ‘90s and the family environ-
ment that cultivated their blin-
dingly bright futures – particular-
ly driven by their father, Richard 
Williams (Will Smith).

“King Richard” is a contempo-
rary drama that has the makings 
of becoming a classic.

“King Richard” tells the story 
from the perspective of their 
father and coach. This approach 
should not work, but while it may 
take away focus from these talent-
ed women’s accomplishments, it 
only strengthens the foundation as 
to how we understand these tennis 
champions.

Following very commercial 
Will Smith movies, such as “Bad 
Boys for Life,” “Aladdin,” and 

“Gemini Man,” the actor steps out 
of his comfort zone as Richard 
Williams.

In “King Richard,” Smith plays 
against his type; he is awkward 
and misunderstood. Early in the 
film, he gets knocked down and 
beaten by teenagers in front of his 
children. He is rarely eloquent. 
Richard Williams is quite the 
opposite of the larger-than-life 
persona of Will Smith.

“King Richard” is patient. It is 
not easy for a movie about a real 
person, never mind two famous 
tennis athletes, to take its time to 
develop a bond with an audience. 
However, between Zach Baylin’s 
fantastic script, Reinaldo Marcus 
Green’s direction, and several 
memorable performances, the 
movie manages to both sit with 
you and hold your attention.

King Richard is Inspiring and Uplifting

Sure, it has the all-too-familiar 
inspiring energy one would expect 
from a movie on this subject 
matter. However, staying focused 
on Serena and Venus’ upbring-
ing at a specific time and then 
homing in on certain elements of 
their relationship with tennis as 
well as their family, is confident 
and deliberate which leaves you 
wanting to follow the Williams’ 
achievements for a lifetime.

“King Richard” is a movie that 
leaves one blown away by Serena 
and Venus Williams as you’d 
expect, but even more than that, 
the movie deliberates a memora-
ble message about how powerful 
upbringing is to creating good 
people and success.

It’s a cathartic experience about 
the weight of being protected, 
genuinely loved, and respected 

by a parent. So often we are fed 
stories about successful people 
who were broken down, forced 
and/or hardened by their passion 
or profession and this take on the 
sub-genre was refreshing. “King 
Richard” is a beautiful example 
demonstrating that confident and 
balanced diligence can create 
world champions.

Grade: A

“King Richard” is available on 
Hulu and HBO Max

Photo Courtesy of Warner Brothers

By Mark Ruffin
Centurion Staff

Sony’s Marvel universe has 
kicked off its 2022 slate of 
feature films with “Morbius,” 
starring Jared Leto as the titular 
Dr. Michael Morbius. The film, 
which has experienced multiple 
delays due to the pandemic with 
its original release date being 
March 2021, and then in October 
of the same year, has finally been 
released and it should have stayed 
buried.

Dr. Michael Morbius is a 
famed doctor who specializes in 
blood diseases, having concocted 
life-saving synthetic blood that 
has apparently saved more lives 
than penicillin.

His research is fueled by his 
own condition, a rare blood 
disease that affects his ability to 
walk, which leads him to rely on 
crutches for mobility. He is also 
inspired by his best friend, Milo 
(Matt Smith), whom he met in 
a hospital when they were both 
children and who suffers the same 
affliction.

When Morbius makes a break-
through in his research, success-
fully extracting DNA from a bat 
and attaching it to another animal, 
he and his work partner, Martine 
(Adria Arjona), carry out the 
experiment.

Obviously, it does not go as 
planned.

Like the inception of the Green 
Goblin, Michael wakes up in the 
lab as a murderous superhuman 
vampire. His face is transformed 
into a terrifying creature with 
long fangs and sharp claw-like 
nails. He can move at superhuman 
speed, crawl ceilings, and fly.

There’s just one catch: he needs 
to consume blood every six hours.

When Milo catches word of 
this, he turns himself into the 
same creature but because he 
drinks human blood rather than 
synthetic like Michael, he has an 
even more nefarious side. The rest 
of the film sees them fight it out 

as Michael tries to stop him-
self from fully indulging in his 
monstrous side, walking the line 
between hero and villain.

While Marvel Studious have 
been putting out success after 
success, the same cannot be said 
for Sony Pictures.

We get barely any backstory 
into the protagonist we are meant 
to empathize with through the 
entire film. We know little about 
Dr. Michael Morbius and the film 
tries to give us a character that we 
can identify with as he cares for 
young children and tries to cure 
his best friend, but it all feels like 
filler.

The central problem of “Mor-
bius” is a lazy and uninspiring 
script. No weight or depth is 
given to any character and the 
humor that is thrown in just does 
not work.

Being a villain origin story of 
sorts, it is fair to draw similarities 
with another Sony Pictures film, 
“Venom.” However, “Morbius” 
lacks all charm and devotion to its 
main character by hoping lengthy 
action sequences and jarring im-
ages of Leto and Smith’s animat-
ed faces will make us forget about 
how poor the script is.

“Morbius” prioritizes action 
over substance, doing little to 

establish character arcs, dynam-
ics, and backstories in favor of 
focusing on action sequences, 
fights, and flashy CGI.

If there was anything positive 
about this film, it would be that 
Leto does feel somewhat comfort-
able in the role. Instead of letting 
the lazy writing wash over him, 
he does what he can with it.

With Leto having a recent 
stream of flop performances as 
Joker and Paolo Gucci, Morbius 
may suggest that Leto works best 
in less eccentric roles. “Morbius” 
is a disappointing film that leaves 
a lot to be desired sadly.

Grade: D

“Morbius” is currently playing 
in theaters everywhere.

“Morbius leaves a lot to be desired”

Photo Courtesy Of Sony
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